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TO THE 


READER. 


| M ANY who are thoroughly ſatisfied that they 
ſee diſtinctly the folly of ſuch perſons as imagine 
they can obtain ſalvation by the deeds of the law, 
yet fear making a miſtake as dreadful ; for they 
are dark indeed, who are not fully convinced 
that an unapplied Chriſt, will prove at the laſt, 
to all deceived profeſſors, a damning one. It is 
therefore impoſſible, that a general faith of 
Chriſt's being the true Meſſiah, ſhould ever 
ſatisfy a ſincere chriſtian who has had a ſenſe of 
his loſt condition, without the Spirit of God give 
him an earneſt of his intereſt in him. : 
Though the ſalvation of a ſoul does not depend 
on a perſuaſion of being intereſted in Chriſt, yet 
the importance of aſſurance is ſuch, that it is 
impoſlible to enjoy much comfort without being 
poſſeſſed of it in ſome degree; therefore, to 
negle& any means which God has appointed for 
the obtaining of jt, is the greateſt folly imagin- 
able. When men are ſuſpicious about their 
titles to a worldly inheritance, they will neither 
A2 ſpare 


( iv ) 

ſpare coſt nor labour to have the pleafure of cer- 
tainty. 
As a diſtinct underſtanding of effectual calling 
naturally leads the chriſtian to a conſideration of 
| God's everlaſting love, fo a clear knowledge of 
our ſtate, will have no tendency to lead the mind 
from Chriſt, his perſon, blood, or righteouſneſs, 
but the reverſe. .It is a wrong view perſons take 
of themſelves, if it incline them to rely on any 
thing wrought in themſelves, as the matter of 
their juſtification. An experimental chriſtian 
can no more depend on grace received, than he 
can expect his body to be nouriſhed this year by 
that which ſupported him the laſt. 
To have an intereſt in ſomething valuable has 

in it a peguliar tenden{fOE: gag e may” 
the ſtudy of dhe advantages of ſuch an An, ? 
and the more a chriſtian perceives of the infinite 
worth of the blood and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
the more diſtinctly he will go out of himſelf, 
and depend wholly on him, as the only founda- 
tion which God has laid in Zion. Put into a 
man's poſſeſſion a purſe of gold to keep for ſome 
indifferent perſon, he feels little propenſity to 
enquire what the ſum is ; but inform him that it 
is a preſent made to himſelf by ſome particular 
friend, he will not reſt till he knows the value of 
the whole. So, a full aſſurance of an intereſt in 


Chill, wil have a peculiar tendency to engage | 
| the 
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the chriſtian in prying into the wonders of that 
ſalvation in which now he perceives himſelf to 
be intereſted. The chriſtian wants a happineſs | 
not only to enjoy at his death, but to make him 
comfortable in the whole of his Journey to che 
heavenly world. 

The abuſe many have made of the evidences of 
chriſtianity, is no more an argument againſt 
writing or preaching on ſuch ſubjects, than the 
abuſing of the dactrine of grace, by licentious 
perſons, is an argument againſt the pure goſpel 
being preached : for what doctrine has not been 
at one time or other abuſed ! And in this preſent 
day, where one is injured by looking too much 
at ſomething wrought in himſelf, a great number 
deceive themſelves fatally, by depending on a 
general faith without any witneſs of the Holy 
Spirit ! | 

Though many have fallen into an error, by 
looking wholly into themſelves, and neglecting 
the proper obje& of faith, yet this error, has 
been in a great meaſure owing to ſetting this 
ſubje& in a wrong point of view. Experience 
ſtated in a ſcriptural manner, will as effectually 
lead the mind to the fountain, as the cure the 
woman received by touching the hem of Chriſt's 
garment, led her to a high opinion of ber 
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It is my particular deſign, in this publication, 
to prevent the chriſtian from building his comfort 
on uncertain frames and feelings ; and to prove, 
to a demonſtration, that the true believer has as 
clear an evidence in.himſelf, of his nature being 
changed, when he is full of complaints, as in 
thoſe ſeaſons when his joys abound, If this 
ean be demonſtrated by Scripture, it may, by the 
peculiar bleſſing of God, prevent thouſands from 
ſpending ſo much of their time in deſponding 
fears, and gloomy ſuſpicions. Therefore, it is 
on thoſe ſcriptures I have particularly enlarged, 
where the very complaints of a child of God 
evidently diſtinguiſh him from all the men of this 
world, and prove to himſelf the truth of his 
ſpiritual life as fully, and that in a manner as 
ſelf-evident, as natural life is evidenced by thoſe 
actions which are common to the living body; 
and of which bodies dead are totally incapable. 
Perhaps there never was a period, in the which 
either the number of preſumers, or timerous 
chriſtians, was greater; and if ſermons or publica- 
tions tend, not to detect the one, and encourage 
the other, they are not calculated for doing much 
good, | 
Thole who preſume on a general faith, which 
they never examine, are far\more ſecure in the 
hands of the grand adverſary, than the profligate. 
When the conſciences of ſuch, are diſturbed by. 
ſin, 
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fin, they have a refuge, they believe; but if this 
believing is only a general notion, without the 
witneſſing of the Holy Spirit, it only confirms 
the ſoul in its awful deluſion. Who could diſcover 
more confidence than that deſcribed by Chriſt 
in the fooliſh virgins—They were bold even at 
the very gates of heaven. oz 

It has been a remark made long ago, that it is 
ſcarce poſſible to attempt to comfort the feeble 
minded, without making the hypocrite more ſe- 
cure; ſuppoſing this may be the caſe, it is the in- 
cumbent duty of miniſters, to ſay to them that 
are of a fearful heart, be ſtrong; and to attempt 
to lift up the hands which hang down, I remem- 
ber it to have been a ſaying of an eminent mi- 
niſter, He would not be deterred from com- 
forting the. dear people of God, though many 
hypocrites catched at the childrens bread.“ 
I hope, in the fear of God, and depending on 
the teaching of the Holy. Ghoſt, I have attempt- 
ed to enlarge on ſuch ſcriptures, which cannot be 
fully underſtood, but by thoſe who have real ex- 
perience; and carnal perſons being ſtrangers both 
to the joys, and more eſpecially to the complaints 
of the people of God, by this method I hope 
that I have in ſome meaſure avoided that rock; 
ſo that while I write for the comfort and advan. 
tage of the experimental chriſtian, it may alſo be a 

2 means 
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means of alarming ſuch as are ſtrangers to the 
experience of true believers. 

Nothing is more common to timorous chriſ- 
tians, than to form ſuch ideas of being loved of 
God, as are quite oppoſite to what is left on re- 
cord in Scripture; therefore to prove to thoſe 
their error and miſtake, by the moſt ſtriking 
ſcripture teſtimonies, may be a means of ſetting 
ſome right, who are ſo much nonpluſſed with 
themſelves, that they know not which way to take. 

According to the notions many form to them- 
ſelves, chriſtians ſhould be more like thoſe who 
are got above the reach of ſorrow and difficulty, 
than ſoldiers who are in the field of battle, 
bard ſtruggling with an unbelieving heart, and 
all the difficulties they meet with in an evil world: 
whereas, it is the deſign of God, by thoſe very 
trials he wiſely permits, to ſhow to the believer 
his weakneſs and ſin ; many who diſcern not this, 
are at a loſs how to reconcile ſuch diſtreſſing 
trials, and cannot ſee them to be conſiſtent with 
that infinite love, with which God loveth his 
choſen ; but we are not at a loſs how to find in 
ſcripture, this proved to a demonſtration, 7. e. that 
the moſt eminent in the cauſe of Chriſt, have 
been exerciſed with the moſt afflitive diſpenſations 
outwardly, and at the ſame time inwardly alſo. 

I have attempted to ſet this in a right point of 
view, and to prove from the expreſſions of the 


moſt 


( ix |) 
moſt eminent, that the fears and cares, ſo much 
complained of by many, are the very fame 
which millions have had, who are now without 
doubt in a world of glory. | 

I apprehend that moſt thinking people will 
agree in this, that perſons addicted to a timo- 


rous frame of ſpirit, frequently prove to be the * 


moſt ſincere, and a greater ornament to their 
profeſſion, than thoſe of a more bold and intre- 
pid diſpoſition ; this makes it evident, it is not 
| becauſe they have leſs religions. that * are thus 
perplexed. 
That which has rendered the greateſt part of 
what has been ſaid and written on this ſubject 
almoſt uſeleſs, has been the ſuppoſition that falſe 
profeſſors may attain ſuch criterions and evidences 
of grace, and by the help of Satan, arrive at a 
higher pitch of comfort, than themſelves have 
experienced ; this ſtrikes ſome with ſuch force, 
that they have been afraid of concluding any 
thing, from the greateſt comforts they Rave ever 
enjoyed, | 

All who have true experience, find their com- 
plaints more habitual than their joys ; they have 
them more frequently, and they flee not away ſo 
ſoon as comforts. Many more are ſaying, O, 
that I had wings as a dave ; or, O, wretched man 
that I am ! then, O ! Gad, my heart is fixed, I will 
ſing and give praiſe. In the Pſalms, we more fre- 
| | | "oY 
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quently meet with expreſſions of complaint than 
thoſe which appear to be the effect of joy; con- 


ſequently thoſe evidences, which are peculiarly 


manifeſted in complaints, will be found more 
calculated to relieve the diſtreſſed, than thoſe 


which are not eaſily ſeen in ſuch dark ſeaſons, 
As natural life is as much evidenced in pain as 


in health, ſo ſpiritual life is as clearly to be diſ- 
cerned in the deepeſt complaints as in the higheſt 
Joys. 

The moſt eminent chriſtians who have been 
indulged with the greateſt manifeſtations of di- 


vine love cannot be ſatisfied with theſe, nor will 
they reſt their aſſurance wholly on ſuch ſeaſons ; 
but will repeatedly try themſelves by the true 


touch-ſtone, the word of God; and without they 


diſcover. an agreement with that unerring rule, 
they obtain no ſatisfaction. 


"That aſſurance is the moſt agreeable to ſcrip- 


ture, which is not built on a few ſingle circum- 


ſtances, but has the whole word of God for its 


* baſis. An aſſurance thus founded, will not ſo 


eaſily be ſhaken, as that which has for its chief 
ſupport, ſome comfortable ſeaſons. 


There, are many perſons, though they feel not 


much perplexity about their ſtate, yet find great 


benefit by reading and hearing what may be ſaid 


on this ſubject. 


1 have been induced to write on this ſubject 
from 


(, xi ) 

from a variety of motives: There is a peculiar: 
ſatisfaction in having any opportunity of being 
the means of comforting any of Chriſt's lambs. 
Chriſt himſelf paid particular attention to fuch. 
in his ſermon on the mount; Mat. v. 3—6. 

I know that many ferious perſons, when it 
has pleaſed God to exerciſe their faith and pa- 
tience with heavy affliction, have been chiefly 
diſtreſſed for want of aſſurance ; had this point 
been ſatisfactorily obtained, they would have been 
enabled to bear either confinement or pain with 
compoſure ; but their fears turn their very phyſic 
almoſt into poiſon; and while they are harraſſed 
with the awful apprehenſions of their afflictions 
being in wrath, they bave not pleaded for that 
ſupport, which otherwiſe they would have done. 

Others I have obſerved in a caſe peculiarly af- 
fecting. This has been when ſome diſorder has 
made their recovery improbable, nay in a mea- 
ſure impoſſible; they in this affecting ſeaſon, when 
they would. have given the whole world, if they 
had it in their poſſeſſion, to ſpeak a word to re- 
lieve a diſtreſſed family, yet on account of their 
inability to diſcern their ſtate, they have been the 
greateſt part of their illneſs in a dark and diſtreſ- 
ſing ſituation, and far from having that aſſurance 
they could with, This is peculiarly afflicting to 
a family, and moſt of all to the afflicted perſon 
himſelf, yet I have known ſuch, before they 

| | | have 
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have been called to croſs Jordan, filled with Joy, 
and die triumphing. 

Indeed chriſtians who follow not the advice of 
the Holy Ghoſt, in making their calling and elec- 
tion ſure, are frequently found like ſhips at ſea 
without an anchor. Every wave of trouble 
ſeems to threaten their deſtruction, and they are 
in ſtorms at their wits end. | 

"Beſides all this, it is an advantage of which 
few are aware, 7, e. for a man when he is ap- 
proaching a throne of grace, to be fully perſuaded 
he is one for whom Chriſt is now interceding, 
and has more than a welcome to ſpeak his com- 
plaint into the ear of an heavenly father, who 
has loved him with an everlaſting love. This 
gives a boldneſs which thoſe who are weak in 
faith, ſeldom experience, | 

In ͤ my former part, I attempted to how, 

_ * Firſt, When it appears um the underſtanding 
is truly enlightened. 

Secondly, Why chriſtians are ſaid to be 
partakers of a divine nature. 

Thirdly, Why: regeneration. is e to a 
reſurrection; and 6 NO ON | 

Fourthly, In what v nſe the children of God 
are ſaid to have new hearts. | 
In this ſecond part, I have enlarged on thoſe 
ſcriptures, in which it appears that the true 
chriſtian has as evident a proof of grace in his 
complaining and diſtreſſing ſeaſons, as when his 
conſolations abound. 7 


Chriſtian's Looking Glaſs. 


ROMANS vii. 18. 


FOR I KNOW THAT IN ME, THAT 1S IN MY 
FLESH, DWELLETH NO GOOD THING : FOR 
TO WILL IS PRESENT WITH ME, BUT HOW 
TO PERFORM THAT WHICH IS GOOD 1 FIND 
NOT. | 


Ir is evident from the contents of this 
chapter, that notwithſtanding we have reaſon to 
conclude that the apoſtle had as deep experience 
of the depravity of human nature as any man 
ever had, yet he had not the leaſt ſuſpicion about 
his ſtate; it rather appears that the more diſtinct 
his ideas of his depraved nature were, the more 
fully he was perſuaded of the truth of that grace 
which was wrought in his own heart. This 
proves how much the knowledge of both nature 
B and 
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and grace tends to eſtabliſh the chriſtian—Moſt 
have had experience how diſadvantageous it is 
to be doubting their ſtate upon every appearance 
of ſin. 7 

As the temptations of Chriſt were evidently 
for the advantage of the Church, ſo that expe- 
rience Paul had of the depths of ſin was to make 
him an eminent inſtrument in the hand of God 
for the comfort of others. 

Therefore this chapter in particular, in which 
Paul fo fully deſcribes the experience he had of 
the power of indwelling ſin, has been particularly 
encouraging to chriſtians, 

'This being the end which God had in per- 
mitting the apoſtle to be ſo ſeverely tried, we 
have reaſon to ſuppoſe, few men ever had ſuch 
a comprehenſive view of the depravity of human 
nature, or more diſtinct ideas of the nature of 
true grace than he had. Therefore having ſuch 
clear conceptions doth of nature and grace, was 
the reaſon why he ſpeaks with ſuch confidence 
of all true chriſtians being more than conquerors 
through him that loved them. When we are 
aſſured of our ſafety, we can minutely reconnoitre 
the ſtrength and motion of an enemy, which 
timerous perſons are incapacitated for. 

Our war with ſin would not ſo much diſ- 
courage us, if we underſtood the nature of grace. 
It would argue the higheſt folly for a man to 
ſuſpect 


YE. 
ſuſpect whether or no he has got natural life in his 
body, becauſe he underſtands ſo well what life is. 

The undoubted evidence Paul had, what the 
will of the fleſh was in all men, confirmed him 
in this ſentiment, that nothing fhort of a divine 
power could have made ſuch a change in his 
own will, or in any of thoſe whom he ſaw to 
be made partakers of the ſame Spirit with him- 
ſelf. A thorough ſatisfaction in this one point 
is of great importance to the chriſtian, 

Paul's idea of the glorious cauſe of fuch 
a change in his will, made the effect more plea- 
ſing. In himſelf and others he faw the virtue 
of that covenant made with Chrift, in which 
the promiſe was given to him, Thy peaple ſhall be 
willing in the day of thy power, Pſ. cx. 

As a believing Iſraelite, when he ſet his foot 
on the land of Canaan, would not only enjoy 
the land in common with his fellow travellers, 
but feel a. particular pleafire in reflecting on 
that covenant which God made with Abraham; 
and being convinced his being brought there was 
by virtue of that covenant, he would be led to 
expect all the other mercies mentioned in that 
covenant; ſo the chriſtian who has an under- 
ſtanding given him, to ſee the grand cauſe why 
any of the fallen ſons of Adam ſhould be brought 
to the enjoyment of ſpiritual bleſſings. Such a 
believer will not only taſte of thoſe preſent plea- 
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ſures which are to be enjoyed in religion, but by 
an enlarged view of all the bleſſings granted in 
the covenant of grace, he will be capacitated to 
believe for them all; and having got the earneſt, 
will fully expect the reſt—the expectation of 
which will as really animate his ſpirits and help 
him in his ſpiritual war, as thoſe things he at 
preſent poſſeſſes. 

The hand of God was not more evident in 
bringing Iſrael out of Egypt, than in that period 
when a ſoul is made willing in a day of divine 
power; and the more knowledge we have of 
human nature in its depraved ſtate, the more 
clearly ſhall we perceive this. 

To ſee a perſon willing and deſiring the very 
things to which when in his unregenerate ſtate 
he had the utmoſt averſion, proves the cauſe to 
be divine, and that it could only originate in 
the will of God; which muſt of conſequence 
prove ſuch a perſon to be loved with an everlaſting 
love; and that this change came not of the will 
of the fleſh, nor of the will of men, but by 
the will of God. 

It is evident that the apoſtle's underſtanding 
was remarkably enlarged by that war with fin 
which he experienced. As he acquired ſuch a 
knowledge of the law which he had not before 
his converſion, fo he was poſſeſſed of new ideas 
of grace, and the cauſe of grace in the human 

heart. 
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heart. As he was an intire ſtranger before con- 
verſion to the complaints mentioned in this 
chapter, ſo he was wholly ignorant of their 
cauſes; and it appears by the contents of the 
chapter, that it was by experience he learnt how 
to combat his ſpiritual enemies. Suppoſe a ſol- 
dier on the field of battle ſhould be heſitating 
whether or no he is in the right cauſe, he would 
be incapacitated for his duty in the field : So a 
chriſtian when he is called to war with ſin ; his. 
ſuſpicions about his ſtate will prevent him war- 
ring with that courage which he has who 1s. 
aſſured of his ſalvation. 

Though an experimental knowledge of the 
complaints of chriſtians may be an evidence of a. 
perſons being taught of God; yet, when the 
Holy Spirit is bringing the believer to be ac- 
quainted with this myſterious path, it being a. 
way wholly new, and unknown to the chriſtian,. 
till he has been taught it by experience, it is no 
wonder that the chriſtian is frequently exerciſed 
with painful ſuſpicions of his being in a decep- 
tion: nevertheleſs when he arrives at a greater 
degree of knowledge, theſe gloomy doubts tend 
greatly to enrich his experience, and. to make 
him the more highly to prize the light of God's. 
countenance. Thus, as ſtrong winds make the 
tree take root the more deeply and grow more 
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firm, ſo theſe doubts and fears tend to ſtrengthen 
and eſtabliſh in the end, 

The violent ſtruggle Paul had with ſin, did 
not occaſion the leaſt variation in his renewed 
will, He was enabled to diſtinguiſh between the 
inclination and propenſity of his unrenewed part to 
fin, and at the ſame time to perceive he had a 
will and a principle to oppoſe it, and that in 
ſuch a manner as he had no knowledge of when 
he was in his unregenerate ſtate. His renewed 
part was made the more diſcernable by the op- 
poſition he met with from the old man of ſin; 
and alſo by this the apoſtle was fully convinced 
that man in his depraved ſtate was poſſeſſed of 
an habitual propenſity to ſin, and that this habit, 
or quality, was natural to the unrenewed man. 

He alſo found by experience, that in a ſoul 
renewed by grace, there was a habit or principle, 
which not only prevented the chriſtian taking 
pleaſure in ſin, but influenced him to deſire 
compleat deliverance from it; nay even . renders 
it impoſſible that he ſhould ever take that plea- 
ſure in it he once did. 

Grace is a real habit; not an accidental frame 
of mind, ſuch as diſtreſs or pain occaſions in an 
unregenerate man, which is as the morning 
cloud and early dew that paſſethaway : when ſome 
diſorder which threatens death in a ſudden and 
unexpected manner ſeems to overtake the ſinner, 
he 
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he then appears willing to embrace the very 
things to which in health he has the utmoſt aver- 


ſion: but this is no proof of any change in the 


habit of his ſoul, but is only an accidental 
change occaſioned by fear and dread; take but 
away the cauſe, and the effect ceaſes immediately: 
the man can after this, will, as much as ever to 
live in fin, and riſk all the infinite conſequences 
of eternal things to indulge himſelf in his folly, 
The true chriſtian may read in ſuch the truth 
of the ſcriptures, that it has happened to them 
according to the proverb, The dog is turned 10 his 
un vomit again, and the ſaw that was waſhed to 
her wallowing in the mire, As there is evidently 
in theſe no gracious habit, ſo there is a real 
renewed principle in real chriſtians, on which 
account they will never fall away finally. 

The apoſtle compares grace as much to a law 
of the mind as he conſiders fin to be a law in 
his members. The believer in regeneration is 
made a partaker of a principle of ſpiritual life, 
he is renewed in the ſpirit of his mind, which 
manifeſts itſelf as evidently as the living body 
proves itſelf to be alive by natural actions and 
affections; therefore, however violently the un- 
renewed part oppoſe, with his mind he ſerves 
the law of God. 

Paul was therefore as confident that with his 
mind he ſerved the law of God, as with his fleſh 
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the law of fin; and, notwithſtanding the great 
oppolition he met with from his corrupt nature, 
he found by experience the law of his mind to 
be an immutable principle: not a mere acci- 
dental frame, occaſioned by ſome momentary 
cauſe, but a real renovation which originated in 
God's everlaſting love to his perſon. 

This was the reaſon why the apoſtle had no 
doubt of his ſtate, notwithſtanding the dreadful 
conflicts he had with ſin : his warfare did not 
only excite him to pray, but proved. to himſelf 
that thoſe very ſins which once had the dominion 
over him were now hateful to him. This proves 
how advantageous it is to be poſſeſſed of ſpiritual 
knowledge. Such may, with Paul, ſay, through 
hard ſtruggling with fin, they are more than 
conquerors ; eſpecially when they perccive the 
true cauſe of their being renewed, as they are 
convinced that infinite love was that which made 
them ſpiritually alive. The remains of ſin ſhall 
never be permitted to make a conqueſt of them. 

As the will is a leading faculty in the ſoul, ſo 
a man may be as ſenfible what it is that he wills, 
as what the thing is he hears or ſees; and being 
ſenſible that no exhortations or convictions can 
poſſibly make any real change in the will, he has 
undoubted evidence that nothing ſhort of an 
almighty power could have effected that change 
which he experiences. Therefore thoſe very 

difficulties 
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difficulties which diſtreſs and diſcourage others, 
will tend to confirm and eſtabliſh a chriſtian, 
who has a diſtinct idea both of nature and grace; 
and by being exerciſed with theſe, he will find 
that nothing can poſſibly reduce him to the frame 
he was in before regeneration, 7. e. to be willing 
to live under the dominion of fin, He is now 
not only poſſeſſed of an underſtanding of the 
evil of ſin, but of a new principle which effec- 
tually enables him to delight in the law of God. 

By the contents of this chapter we are taught 
to have a particular eye to our wills; there is a 
neceſſity for this in order to have a clear know- 
ledge of our ſtate; therefore it is of great impor- 
tance to the chriſtian to underſtand what the will 
is before regeneration, and the change that then 
takes place, By this means he will diſcern as 
evident a hand of God, in his being made wil- 
ling, as in the change which we ſee was made 
in Paul. | | 

As will and power are diſtin& qualities, ſo 
they may be diſcerned apart; and in ſuch a 
manner, that, when corruption, like a ſtorm, 
threatens nothing but ruin and deſtruction to 
the believer, there is no reaſon for him to have 
the leaſt apprehenſion or ſuſpicion of any change 
in his will, The renewed will is no more 
changed by ſuch grievous temptations to fin, 
than the ſtorm and violence of the waves make 
the 


( 22 ) 
the ſhipwrecked man willing to be drowned : 
tor nothing appears more dreadful to the chriſ- 
tian, than to be taken down the ſtream of cor- 
ruption into the whirlpool of deſtruction; was 
not hell to be taken into his conſideration, for 
him to turn again. as the dog to his vomit ap- 
pears intolerable. 

When Paul compares himſelf to a man con- 
demned, to drag a dead body, though he was 
ſenſible of his inability to rid himſelf of fo 
grievous a burden, yet this inability would not 
cauſe him to ſuſpect his being unwilling to ob- 
tain deliverance ; it made the burden the more 
intolerable ; for a difficulty that we can obtain 
deliverance from when we Lot is tous of no 
vreat concern. 

Though the Chriſtian may be ſenſible of his 
inability to overcome fin in the manner he could 
wiſh, yet if he is well aſſured of his being a re- 
newed man, and that his ſtate is ſafe, it will 
greatly encourage him in his warfare. Fright 
and terror diſqualifies a man for doing that which 
is in the compaſs of his power; when on the 
contrary, fill a man with courage and intrepidity 
and then he will do all that can be done. 

The Chriſtian's will, is to be heavenly and 
holy; to ſerve God on earth as thoſe in heaven; 
and whatever oppoſition he meets with from his 
corrupt nature, it is impoſlible that it ſhould make 
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any alteration in his will, to make him chuſe to 
live in ſin; but it will have the contrary effect, he 
will hate ſin the more: the chriſtian can never lay 
more ſincerely from the feeling of his heart, 1 
will is preſent with me, than when he finds the law 
in his members. warring againſt the law of his 
mind, ; 

A man may be incapacitated from performing 
ſome piece of work on which his heart is ſet ; in 
this caſe his infirmity will excite his deſires, and 
make him the more {ſenſible how much he willed 
the accompliſhment of ſuch a thing. If the diſ- 
treſſed believer could be as ſenſible that his 
temptations cannot alter his ſtate, or make the 
leaſt change in his will, how much would it en- 
courage him in his Chriſtain warfare? When 
victory is certain, and the enemy cannot injure 
us, we march on with life and vigour, 

The experimental Chriſtian may be compared 
to an honeſt man, who is particularly anxious to 
conduct himſelf in all reſpects as ſuch ; but on 
account of loſſes in trade, and diſappointments, 
he 1s utterly incapable of paying every man his 
own; yet his principle is not in the leaſt degree 
diminiſhed by his difficulty ; ſo the heaven-born 
ſoul has a principle, that all the powers of hell 
cannot annihilate; and yet from univerſal experi- 
ence, no language 1s more common to chriſtians 
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(when they are particularly exerciſed) than this, 
1 ſhall one day periſh by the hand of Saul. 

Some tried ſouls will bring in this objection, I 
fear all my ſtruggles with ſin are only occaſioned 
by an enlightened conſcience, and that I am not 
made a partaker of a new nature, 

I would anſwer, If this be really the caſe, you 
never had any real love to ſpiritual things, and 


all your attention to any thing of a religious na- 


ture, has merely ariſen from fear of hell. 

Though a carnal man may dread the conſe- 
quence of ſin, yet this will only draw out his de- 
ſires the more after it. A chriſtian, with a little 
attention, will be able to diſcern, whether his re- 
ligion, be the effects of natural conſcience, or 
occaſioned by a new principle implanted in him 
by the Holy Ghoſt. 

If every profeſſor was as expert in the uſe of 
the Chriſtian armour, as ſome ſoldiers are in the 
uſe of the ſword, it would tend much to their 
comfort. A little attention to this ſubject, would 
enable a chriſtian to ſee that conſcience 1s not the 
principal cauſe of his war with fin, A man may 
be as fully perſuaded what is the deſire of his ſoul, 
as he is certain, without the poſſibility of a ſuſpi- 
cion, what kind of food is agreeable to his ap- 


petite. If we were as much at an uncertainty 


about natural things as we are about ſpiritual, a 


man might be heſitating, whether or no he is poſ- 
| ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed of natural life? I would enquire of ſuch, 
had you never any ſolid pleaſure in the ways of 
God? have you no apprehenſion what it is to 
deſire the light of his countenance? have you 
never experienced any thing of his love ſhed 
abroad in your hearts? are not theſe deſires as 
really underſtood by you, as the working of cor- 
ruption, or any other thing in the natural world? 
Have not ſome of your happieſt moments been, 
when hell and damnation were far out of fight ? 
And was not that which cauſed your pleaſure, the 
ſenſible enjoyment of ſpiritual light and com- 
fort ? are not ſuch to you far more preferable 
than wordly pleaſures, and can you find any 
carnal worldly men who can ſpeak in this ſtrain ? 
Perſons diſordered in ſoul, are too much like 
thoſe who are low ſpirited-in bodily complaints: 
perſons of this caſt increaſe their complaint by 
ſuſpicions. Whereas many of theſe would be 
as much encouraged, could they but perceive 
their own caſe clearly ; but while they are igno- 
rant of their ſituation, every ſymptom of their 
complaint they imagine to be the harbinger of 
death. Theſe fears, however, are not fatal, 
they diſturb the peace and comfort of the Chriſ- 
tian, but can make no change in his ſtate. Some- 
times bodily complaints are a great cauſe of 
perplexity,, or at leaſt, make ſoul - troubles far 
more grievous, Perſons who are of a conſump- 
C tive 
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tive habit of body, thoughreal chriſtians, are muck 
addicted to be low ſpirited. Many who are 
troubled with nervous diſorders are diſconſolate, 
and aſcribe that horror and dread which they feel, 
to the wantof faith, which is really brought on 
by the want of health ;—and their being ignorant 
of this, is a detriment to the health of their bo- 
dies. It is ſcarcely credible how much a diſorder 
is brought on or increaſed by fear and ſuſpicion. 

Nothing is more common with Tome, when 
they experience a hard and unrelenting frame of 
heart, than to begin immediately to draw the 
moſt gloomy concluſion, as if this difficulty was 
never to be removed, and that they ſhould never 
experience a happier frame to their dying mo- 
ments; whereas the very frame itſelf, if under- 
ſtood, would make a man expect a more agreea- 
ble ſeaſon, Why complain of ſuch a frame? 
carnal perſons are ignorant of ſuch diſtreſs, and 
are ſatisfied, if conſcience accuſe them not for 
ſome ſin committed; all this does but prove, how 
much the chriſtian differs from the unregenerate 
nay, even the moſt refined moraliſt is a total 
ſtranger to ſuch complaints. 

How inconſiſtent would it be for a man in a 
| hard froſt in January, to imagine it will be froſt 
and ſnow in June, and all the year round! the 


very winter itſelf reminds him of a —— 
ſummer. 
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The reaſon why we do not make ſuch fooliſh 
concluſions about natural things, as about ſpiri- 
tual, is, becauſe we ſoon gain a knowledge of 
the one, but are very flow in acquiring a know- 
ledge of the other. The Plalmiſt when low, 
and under the hidings of God's face, comforts 
himſelf with, I ſhall yet praiſe him for the light of 
his countenance. It would be impoſlible io per- 
ſuade a man in December, that he had never 
felt the heat of the ſun in June, and that he 
never ſhould again experience the ſun very hot, 
or that he had no love to, or delight in the plea- 
ſant ſeaſon of the year, more than in ſtormy and 


tempeſtous weather. How impoſſible would it 


be to make impreſſions on men, who underſtand 
natural things, by ſuch arguments; and ſhall 
the chriſtian not diſcern that the fun of righteouſ- 
neſs will by and by diſpell the darkeſt groom and 
turn all his ſorrow into joy? 


The reaſon why perſons give way to ſuch ſuſpi- 
cions, is not on account of their want of love 
to religion, but ignorance of the nature of it, 
Do we find any who enjoy a perpetual ſun-ſhine, 
and ſhall we be ſurprized if our day is now and 
then clouded ? ; 

We never deſire to live under the influences of 
the Holy Spirit, till our natures are renewed; and 
the reaſon why chriſtians have ſuch deſponden- 

cies afterwards, is to try their faith and increaſe 
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the eſteem they have for the things of God; life 
itſelf would appear to them intolerable, if they 
ſhould be deprived of all comforts in religion. They 
want now ſomething ſuperior to any thing that 
grows upon the ſurface of this earth. | 

Attempt to comfort ſuch complaining perſons, 
with thoſe pleaſures which delight the unregene- 
rate part of the world, the more carnal ſuch en- 
tertainments are, the more diſagreeable will they 
be to theſe diſtreſſed perſons. Therefore it is 
evident, when no kind of natural amuſements 
will yield content, and nothing but ſpiritual 
pleaſures are ſought after, ſuch perſons muſt have 
taſted, that the Lord is gracious, Having taſted 
of the real pleaſures of religion, nothing ſhort 
of thoſe. enjoyments can poſſibly give content. 
Thoſe who have taſted of the old wine of the 
kingdom, have loſt their reliſh for the new. 

As men are known by the company they keep, 
ſo we may perceive who are real chriſtians by the 
pleaſures they are purſuing. Can a man who 1s 
fond of angling to exceſs, be perſuaded that ſuch 
a recreation is not the very diverſion which he 
delights in; his preferring this diverſion to any 
other, he is as ſenſible of, as that he chuſes life 
before death. The chriſtian may conclude as 
politively, that he prefers the pleaſures of religion 
.to all the things of this momentary world, 
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Satan underſtands better how to perplex and 
diſtreſs the chriſtian, than the believer knows how 
to defend himſelf, The old proverb is repeat- 
edly verified, He will diſtreſs where he cannot 
deſtroy ;** and being a cunning adverſary he un- 
derſtands where and in what part to attack the 
unwary ſoul. Thoſe in whom he reigns he keeps 
in peace, theſe, though they have not any reaſon 
to conclude from ſcripture that their ſtate is ſafe, 
yet are wholly unacquainted with this perplexity. 
'They can be content with a very diſtant hope, 
that they ſhall not go to hell; all they wiſh for 
in religion is to eſcape miſery ; and having no 
delight in ſpiritual things, it is impoſſible they 
thould complain of being diſappointed in their 
enjoyment of them, or at all caſt down on that 
account. | 
But how much does the true chriſtian differ 
from theſe? becauſe he enjoys not that comfort 
his foul deſires, he ſuſpects his ſtate ; but could 
he be indulged with the light of God's counte- 
- nance, this would be more to him than all the 
world. Shall thoſe, then, ſufpe& themſelves. 
who are overwhelmed with the fear of not having. 
true grace, when nothing under heaven. could 
afford them any pleaſure, in compariſon to that 
of being aſſured of their intereft in Chriſt?. this 
frame is a poſitive proof that Chriſt is precious 
to them: merely to eſcape hell would. not ſatisfy 
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theſe; they are never ſo much in their element, 
as when they are running in the way of God's 
commands with an enlarged heart; it is the de- 
ſire of their heart to live near to God, and when 
under the word, to feel it come with power. And 
is it poſſible for any unregenerate men in the 
world to have ſuch a value for, and delight in 
ſpiritual things ? 

And ſhall we ſuppoſe that unregenerate per. 
ſons, were ever in this frame ? A thorough per- 
ſuaſion that we are in a frame of mind that no 
unregenerate man in the world ever was in, is a 


proof of our being born of God. 


Tell thoſe of the carnal pleaſures which- once 
carried away their hearts, and they can part with 
all theſe, for the ſuperior pleaſures they find in 
religion; to theſe they can now ſay, as Ephraim 
to idols, Mhat have I any more ts do with you? 

Theſe do not only differ from others, but far 
more than they are aware, from what them- 
ſelves once were. But though the change is thus 
evident, how often does that ſuſpicion creep in, 
and ſpoil all, Is the change a ſaving. one? It 
muſt be a ſaving one, when it is attended with 
ſuch concomitants as are not poſlible to be found 
among any of the unregenerate. 

It is eaſy to diſcern, that thoſe who have no 
religion, have little fear but that they can enjoy 
the benefits of it whenever they pleaſe. But 

| 5 
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thoſe who are ſavingly taught, ſee an intereſt in 
Chriſt to be of ſuch infinite importance, that 
the very ſuſpicion of a miſtake, is intolerable. 
They alſo fear if they ſhould be miſtaken, that 
it is an indication that they left off God, to be de- 
ceived fatally. 

What happineſs would many experience, if 
their ideas of nature and grace, were as diſtant as 
thoſe of Paul; they would frequently be ſaying with 
him, Ao ſhall ſeparate us from the love of God. 
Paul in the ſeventh of Romans, may be com- 
pared to a man, travelling to ſome remote part 
of the land, who finds that a part of his way lies 
through a low valley. But when he is in the 
bottom, he never imagines all the ground he has 
to travel over, will be thus low. Experience 
teaches the traveller, that though he be now 
thus low in the valley, he yet ſhall ſoon be on 
the riſing ground again. 

Some mention this as an objeRion; If I. 
were made truly willing, is it poſſible I ſhould 
experience ſo much unwillingneſs to draw nigh 
unto God? I feel as if I had no will at all. 
This frame mult be very perplexing to a chriſ- 
tian, who has found his happieſt ſeaſons in his 
cloſet, | | 
But this very objection originates in ignorance 
of the will itſelf. I would aſk thoſe who make 
this objection, Is this unwillingneſs, the very 
x ſame 
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ſame which you experienced in your carnal ſtate ? 
Could you not then go about prayer with eaſe 
and content? Did you then complain, though 
you were at that time, wholly unacquainted with 
any aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit? If this objec- 
tion were thoroughly inveſtigated it would be evi- 
dent the objector might ſay in this very frame, 
To will is preſent with me, This complaint de- 
monſtrates itſelf to be ſomething, which is not 
to be found among the unregenerate ; the carnal 
profeſſor ſeems to enjoy a peace, which nothing 
diſturbs, but ſuch finful actions, which awakens 


natural conſcience. 


If this backwardnefs to draw nigh unto God 
be the real cauſe of this complaint, what is the 
frame you wiſh for? It muſt of conſequence be 
the very reverſe of this, which is a heart drawn 
by divine love, and a ſpirit of prayer and ſuppli- 
cation; the defect then is not in the will, but is 
accidental, not the habitual and conſtant frame 
of the heart. 

It is evident a perfon in this frame has more 
reaſon to complain for want of power than will. 
To will, ſays Paul, is preſent with me. But 
he wanted thoſe drawings of the Holy Spirit, 
without which the foul, though renewed, cannot 


draw near to God. Shall a man who feels him- 


ſelf weak and unable to accompliſh a thing, be- 
gin to ſuſpeR his willingneſs to do it, when no- 
thing 


2 — IIS 


(33; 1 
thing would give him greater pleaſure, than to 
be able to do it, 

Will a man, whoſe appetite is out of order by 

ſome indiſpoſition, be perſuaded that the food he 
has been partial to, is unpleafant, and that he 
never ſet down to partake of it with ſatis faction? 
Such are ſenſible, that their being incapable 
of having any pleaſure in it, is occaſioned by the 
diſorder, their habitual guſt for that particular 
kind of food may be the very ſame, when reco- 
vered from this indiſpoſition. 

Though the chriſtian's frame may be out of 
order for a ſeaſon, by the working of corruption, 
this is no argument it will always be the caſe. 
A loyal and faithful ſoldier may be overpowered 
by numbers, and taken captive, but this is no 

proof of his willingneſs to join the enemies troops. 
Peter though overcome by the temptation, yet 
had a will to cleave to his maſter : his will was 
not changed by his weakneſs. 

Some have this ſuſpicion, That they ſhall be 
found to have no more of a rcnewed will, than 
the fooliſh virgins had. —If this be the caſe, you 
can carry the empty lamp of a profeſſion, with- 
out concern about having the oil in it. Fooliſh 

* virgins, generally have a ſtronger antipathy to the 
power of religion than the world at large. 
This has been the caſe in all ages. If a man 
through fear of preſuming, dare not fay he has 


real 
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real love to ſpiritual things, he may know poſi- 
tively, whether or no, he has an antipathy to 
thoſe who are eminent for it. 

There is no ſuch thing as perfect neutrality in 
religion, there will be either a love to, and de- 
light in it, or an averſion and hatred, to the real 
power of it; and to thoſe who live under the in- 
fluence of it. 'The unrenewed man is poſſeſſed of 
ſuch an enmity, as renders him incapable of be- 
ing willing or deſirous of enjoying ſuch benefits 
of ſalvation by Chriſt, as are to be poſſeſſed in 
this world : he may have a deſire to efcape hell ; 
for it cannot be a thing, indifferent to any man, 
whether he ſhall go to heaven or hell, A carnal 
man apprehends ſomething tremendous in being 
damned; but he will be ſomething more than in- 
different, about the enjoyments of religion, for 
his heart is at enmity with God ; therefore he can 
no more deſire communion with God, and live 
under the influence of religion, than the moſt 
wicked profligate can be delighted with the ſo- 
lemn ordinances of God's houſe. 3 

A chriſtian, when things are at the loweſt ebb 
with him, has ſomething in him, which 1s not 
to be found in any unregenerate man, and to 
which he is a ſtranger. Auguſtine, before his 
converſion, was accuſtomed to pray. © Lord 
make mea good man, but not yet,” No higher 
than this, can the unregenerate arrive: but when 

divine 


s 


— — —_ = — 


- — — 
o - 
- 8 4 
— \ + & + 
—_ —_ * 
- 


158 
divine grace has made a man willing to be ſaved, 
the language of that man, is no longer to-mor- 
row, he is now impatient to fee himſelf intereſt- 
ed in Chriſt, he deſires at preſent to fit under 
Chriſt's ſhadow, and partake of the fruit of the 
apple tree. 

Sin indulged may bring the moſt lively chriſ- 
tian into ſuch a frame, that neither himſelf, nor 
perhaps any of his acquaintance, can tell for a 
ſcaſon, what to think : had any of the diſciples 
been witneſs to Peter's denying his maſter, what 
could they have thought? The Sin of David did 
not only encourage the wicked, but alſo diſtreſ- 
ſed many in David's time; ſome of the moſt emi- 
nent, who before had been witneſſes to the fer- 
vency of his devotion, would be nonpluſſed for a 


ſcaſon. 


— — 


TO SEE THY POWER AND THY GLORY, SO AS I 


HAVE SEEN THEE IN THE SANCTUARY, 
Pſalm Ixiii. | 


CAN any language differ more from that of a 
worldly man than this? It is impoſſible for a 
man who has an averſion to the power of reli- 
gion, to adopt this ſtrain of ſpeaking, eſpecially 
as an argument with God in prayer. Light is not 
more oppolite to darkneſs, nor enmity to love, 
than this frame of mind to an unregenerate man. 
Thouſands who attend on the worſhip of God, 


from 
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from childhood to old age, are utter ſtrangers to 
this language, and have no more idea of its mean- 
ing, than a Turk or Pagan. 

Such is the dreadful darkneſs of our natures 
that we do not ſo much as deſire to look into the 
greateſt things which God reveals to men. Da- 
vid had experienced the powerful teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, whereby he had not only ſeen the 
truth, but had felt the power of it, upon his own 
heart : a ſure criterion of his being intereſted in 
all the bleſlings of ſalvation. 

We do not find any of king Saul's expreſſions, 
which intimate any thing of this nature; yet he 
was a man of great ſpirit, and appears to have 
had great courage and {kill for war; he had a 
heart given him to defend the kingdom by the 
ſword; but any inroads or encroachments made 
on the worſhip of God, ſeemed not to affect him. 
Gallio like, he cared for none of thoſe things. 
If this had not been the cafe, he could not have 

ſlain the Lord's pricfts in the manner he did. 
But with what different eyes did David and 
Saul behold God's ſanctuary! David ſaw it to be 
the glory of the nation of Iſrael, and that which 
- | diſtinguiſhed them from all nations under hea- 

ven. David's heart is ſeen in his language ; 
One thing have 1 deſired of the Lord, that will 
I ſeek after, that I may dwell in the houſe of the 
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the de- 
lights of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple. 
Neither 


n 

Neither the immenſe treaſures David was poſ- 
ſeſſed of, nor all the honours of his crown, had 
ſuch charms for him as God's ſanctuary; no 
wonder that God ſhould give him that extraordi- 
nary character, 4 man after God's own heart.” 
For ſpeaking after the manner of men, the very 
things on which the heart of God himſelf was 
ſet, on theſe very things was the heart of David 
fixed, The loving-kindneſs David diſcerned in 
theſe, was to him more than life itſelf. 
Nothing could give this ſervant of God ſuch 
animation and delight, as beholding the great 
particulars of that Salvation in which he ſaw 
himſelf to be intereſted. He had not only been 
made ſenſible of the greatneſs of Salvation by a 
full conviction of his own loſt condition by na- 
ture, but he had got enlarged ideas: of the great 
deſign of God in it; and, therefore, perceived; 
in a ſtriking manner, how dear the people of God 
are to himſelf, which, was proved to him to a 
demonſtration, by the greatneſs of him who had 
undertaken to give his life a ranſom for them: 
this is the reaſon why this text in the Hebrew is 
« To behold the delights of the Lord, und to enquire, 
Sc. i. e. To behold thoſe things in which God 
had, and would have, his chief delight to all 
eternity. t 

If we had enen . us to ſee * David 
ſaw, we ſhould not be ſurpriſed to hear a king 
D ſpeak 
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ſpeak in ſuch a ſtrain; for what are all thoſe 
things in which ſhort-ſighted mortals take delight, 
to thoſe infinitely glorious ſubjects in which 
Jehovah himſelf takes pleaſure ? For the types in 
the Old Teſtament-worſhip had no real value 
in themſelves, yet that which was typified by 
them, was not only then, but thoſe in which will 
be, the higheſt delights of Jehovah to all 

eternity. 

Saul had a 2 thirſt for wordly honour, but 
was wholly in the dark about that honour which 
cometh from God only. The ſervices of the 
ſanctuary, though ſo evidently ſanctioned by the 
folemn authority of God, afforded Saul no ſatiſ- 
faction. That which was ſaid of Eli's ſons, 
might, with great propriety, be applied to Saul, 
he knew not the Lord,” for if any man is wholly 
ignorant of that in which his neighbour chiefly 
delights, he is not aware what kind of a man he 
is z Saul did not 'perceive that in which God 
de lighten. 

It is evident, from the BEI of Saul, that 
thoſe might take the benefits of the prieſthood 
that would, for him, let him but have riches and 
honour, and the houſe of God may be empty, 
for any thing he cares : we never hear him ſaying 
«6 at glad when they ſaid unto me, let us go unto 
the houſe of the Lord. As the hearts of theſe two 
wen were ſo conſpicuous in their ſpirit and con- 

| duct, 
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duct, it was the deſign of God to exhibit and 
hold out theſe two characters, like Jacob's and 
Eſau's, to the end of the world, that his dear 
people may have full conviction that they have 
not received the - ſpirit of this world, Samuel's 
company was lightly eſteemed by Saul. When 
the kingdom was ſecured to himſelf, Samuel 
might retire to any place he pleaſed. How 
different would the caſe haye been, if David had 
been favoured, all his life-time, with an ac- 
quaintance of ſuch experience; it is not probable 
that ſo great a man did exiſt (after Samuel died) 
in David's day ; but nothing could be more evi- 
dent, in the life of David, than his heart eleav- 
ing to the Lord's people, who were to him the 
excellent of the earth; and is not this evidently 
the caſe with all who are of David's ſpirit? Such 
differ as much from the world, as David did from 
Saul. | 
Only thoſe who experience the power of God 
in his ſanctuary, can, from the heart, love 
ſpiritual worſhippers ; and there is nothing trus 
chriſtians are more fully.perſuaded of than this. 
In Saul, we may perceive what human nature 
is, when unrenewed ; and, in David, we may 
read the heart of thouſands of the people of God, 
As face anſwers to face in a glaſs, ſo the heart 
of man to man, Reader, here take a retroſpeQiye 
view of thine own heart; what kind of perſons 
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in and amongſt whom has thy heart experienced 


delight? If thou art a David, of what canſt thou 
be more thoroughly convinced than this, that the 
company of Chriſtians is thy element, and that 
worſhippers never more engage thy heart, than 
when they are lively and ſpiritual in worſhip? 

There are many who experience ſomething of 
the ſame ſpirit which David manifeſts in this 
verſe, yet underſtand little or nothing of the 
cauſe ; the effect is evident; were the cauſe as 
diſtinctly diſcerned, it would afford a. higher 
pleaſure than the preſent effect; for, though to 
run in the ways of God's commands is a pleaſure 
beyond any thing that a carnal man can poſſibly 
experience, or that even the whole world itſelf 
can afford to ſuch, yet, to behold infinite and 


_ everlaſting: love to be the cauſe why our hearts 
differ ſo widely from the carnal world, and to 


perceive that pleaſure which God takes in thoſe 
who fear him ; this is that which will elevate the 
ſoul of a child of God to a frame moſt ſimilar. to 
thoſe heavenly ones who are now ſurrounding the 
throne above. It is, therefore, wiſdom in 
Chriſtians to attend minutely to the cauſe of their 
religion; this will not only tend to their comfort, 


but will help them in giving all the glory to God. 


We read the truth of the ſcriptures in men, 
Two perſons ſhall come from the ſame habitation 


$0'the worſhip of God ; their religious ſentiments 


alike, 
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alike, but their ſouls as different as life and death; 
the heart of one breathing this language, my 
foul thirfls for God!” the other moves on toward 
the place with no more principle than the door 
on its hinges. And can we behold this without 
glancing at the aſtoniſhing cauſe? * Whoſo is 
wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things, even he ſhall un- 
derſtand the Iovingkindneſs of the Lord] Indeed thoſe 
who attend not minutely to the cauſe, neglect giving 
glory to God; and while they indulge a felfiſh 
principle in being defirous of enjoying comfort, 
and, at the ſame time, regardleſs how God is 
conſidered or glorified, their comforts are di- 
miniſhed by their unſcriptura] conduct. 

There is ſcarcely any thing in which true 
chriſtians differ more evidently from common 
profeſſors, than in their attendance on public. 
worſhip. The unregenerate having never felt 
their loſt condition by nature, or difcerned the 
worth of ſpiritual things, will evidently appear 
to be poſſeſſed of none of thoſe motives which 
influence the true believer. Having habitually 
no heart for religion is as eaſily diſcerned by others 
as the living in the neglect of all ordinances is a 
proof fuch a man can have no love to God nor 
religion. 

There is ſcarcely any thing in which the 
chriſtian may perceive more ſatisfactorily that he 
differs from what he himſelf once was; how 
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many can ſay they go the ſame road, to the ſame 
place of worſhip, but with an underſtanding as 

different as light from darkneſs, with hearts as 

much changed as the garden from the wildernels, 

Could Paul, when he went into the temple after 

his converſion, prevent himſelf from thinking 
how he formerly went into that place, and even 

pity ſuch as he ſaw blinded, as he remembered 

himſelf to have been? Thoſe who have expe- 

rienced nothing very remarkable in the change 
which has taken place in them, may yet diſcern 

the change as diſtinctly as they can perceive that 

of Paul's. And though they were not perſecutors, 
yet they are very ſenſtble they were neglectors of 
God's ſalvation. 

As it is by the difference there is in the com- 
plexion of men, that we are enabled to diſtin- 
guiſh one man from another, ſo there is ſome- 
thing in every man whereby we may form a 
judgment of what ſpirit he is. The apoſtle had 
an eye to this, when he ſaid, . Knaw ye nt 
yourſelves?” and We have not received the ſpirit of 
this world.” 

It would appear ſingular to ſee a man attend a 
market regularly, and go to a conſiderable diſ- 
tance from his habitation, and we ſenſible at the 
ſame time, that he had not the leaſt proſpect 
either to buy or ſell, nor had any particular end 
| in 
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in view; yet ſuch unaccountable folly is common 
among profeſſors, 


There is nothing in which men act ſo irrationally 


as in religion; a man will not apply to the phyſi- 
cian unleſs he be neceſlitated ; he will not part 
with his time or money without ſome motive; 
if, through miſtake, he does this once, it ſhall 
ſuffice; he wiſhes not to repeat his folly; but how 
many poor carnal creatures continue their folly 
year after year, and without any conviction of 
either folly or danger! Men who are poſſeſſed of 
great abilities in natural things, yet will continue 
from youth to old age in this folly ; and this is 
not the caſe of ſome who are ſingular, . but they 
are particular and ſingular perſons who act 
rationally in this important part of conduct; 
important it is, for what part of a man's conduct 
will be attended with ſuch eternal conſequences ? 
In temporal concerns, a man, through inatten- 


tion, may bring himſelf to poverty ; and it may be 


attended with eternal advantage to his foul : But 


an irrational worſhipper plunges both ſoul and 
body into everlaſting miſery. How irrational 


then muſt thoſe be who have things of ſuch 
eternal conſequence before them, and yet have no 
concern or impreſſion of their importance! 

This, however, renders it the more eaſy to 
diſtinguiſh between the formal and the ſincere 
worſhipper; for as the unregenerate live without 


God 


il 
: 
' 
| 
l 
| 
| 


—— — —— v —ñ — — — — 2 — — 


(44 ) 
God in the world, whatever profeſſion they make, 
ſo it is impoſſible that ſuch ſhould ſeek com- 
munion with God, who have not the leaſt idea 
of. the pleaſure his true worſhippers experience, 

Worſhip is a kind of touch-ſtone; in and by 
this may be perceived who thoſe are that worſhip 
in ſpirit, and who thoſe are that are ſecure in the 
form : and though ſome timorous ſouls may be 
fearful of concluding that they have had no true 
communion with God in worſhip, yet they can, 
with greater certainty, affirm that they ſeek it 
and cannot be content without it. 

The Jews had a great zeal for the form of 
religion, long after they had totally loſt the 
power of ity bigottry is like ſome creatures that 
will not die ſoon, though they have received 
their death's wound. 

Many who underſtand by experience ſomething 
of David's frame, yet are timorous, and fear to 
conclude themſelves true worſhippers ; ſuch are 
greatly injured in their worfhip, as it is a great 
help in going to worſhip to believe God has 
formed us for it. 

I would recommend it to ſuch to take particu- 
lar notice how impoſſible it is for unregenerate 
men, though zealous for the form of religion, to 
worſhip God in the ſpirit, as they evidently ſee 
chriſtians worſhip, and to obſerve that nothing 
ſhort of a real change can fit carnal men for 


worſhipping 
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worſhipping God, The underſtandings of ſuch 
are not only dark, but their internal frame of 
heart is altogether unfit for ſuch an exerciſe ; as 
there is an impoſſibility in a dead corps for per- 
forming the actions of a living man, ſo theſe 
dead ſouls will never praiſe God till an almighty 
power quicken them. Such do not only want a 
ſuitable frame of mind, and an underſtanding 


how to engage in worſhip, but they are poſſeſſed 


of an enmity againſt the power .of God, 
of which themſelves are not apprehenſive. — 
All who have real experience, know they were 
before regeneration wholly inſenſible of their un- 
fitneſs for the worſhip of God, and may now 
perceive themſelves formed for worſhip in ſuch 
a manner as carnal profeſſors do not perceive. 
The objections ſome ſerious chriſtians are 
ready to make on account of finding themſelves ſo 


frequently out of frame for worſhip, only make it 


evident that though their ſtate is immutable, yet 
their frame is very uncertain; and this is what 
all experience. If our frame of ſoul were as 
immutable as our ſtate, we ſhould not be taught 
ſo experimentally what our natures are; it is by 
this variation that we' are taught how weak we 
are. | | $34 
The reaſon why ſuch numbers go on their 
way drooping, with their hands hanging down, 
is, in ſome meaſure, occaſioned by their not 
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attending to that experience which is recorded in 
the Word of God: if we lightly eſteem the 
means which God himſelf has appointed, no 
wonder if the enemy gets an advantage over us, 
If a ſoldier in a time of danger leaves his ſword 
behind him, he cannot expect victory. Has 
God made our hearts to experience the language 
of this pſalm ? It is that which he only does for 
his own children. And can we be more ſenſible 
of any thing than we are of this, that it is the 
deſire of our hearts to enjoy thoſe ſweet ſeaſons, 
both in public and private, which we have expe- 
rienced ; and that thoſe to us are infinitely ſupe- 
rior to all worldly pleaſures, 

Though we Jive by faith in the perſon of 
Chriſt, the grand object of faith, yet as the na- 
tural body will ſoon be weak and infirm without 
food, ſo will our ſouls, without freſh ſupplies 
from the fountain-head. Our neceſſities, as well 
as our wiſh, to be comfortable, make us deſire 
time of refreſhing from the prefence of the Lord. 

The language of David is ſo expreſſive of the 
Chriſtian's experience, that the doubting ſoul 
can ſcarcely caſt his eye upon it, without reading 
his own heart; conſequently, is conſtrained to 
confeſs that whether his experience is ſound or 
no, this very language is his own ; and not only 
his own, but he is ſenſible it is a language pecu- 
| lar to the people of God; nay, he is perſuaded, 
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in his heart, that he ſhall never hear any carnal 
man ſpeak this language from his own ex- 
perience. 

A Chriſtian may be as ſenſible of the deſires of 
his ſoul as of the cravings of his body, but he 
frequently ſees not how theſe prove himſelf to be 
born of God. Should he meet with one he had 
been acquainted with in his carnal ſtate now ſpeak- 
ing the language of this pſalm, he would be fully 
perſuaded that man was Sue? from nature to 
grace. 

If all timorous ſouls would pay more attention 
to the word, and bring themſelves to this touch- 
ſtone, they might expect the Holy Spirit more 
frequently to witneſs with their ſpirits. It is in 
the uſe of a; pointed means, that he generally 
meets and encourages thoſe who are waiting 
upon the Lord. The Pſalmiſt ſaid, «© File I 
was muſings the fire burned, then ſpake I with my 
tongue.” 

How animating and encouraging would it be to 
a chriſtian, when he 1s going to the public wor- 
ſhip of God, to have poſitive proof of his being 
moulded into the mould of the Goſpel, when he 
is as ſenſible of a change having been made in 
him, as he is of his own exiſtence, All objec. 
tions which may ariſe from the temptations of 
Satan, and the remains of unbelief, cannot drive 
him from this, that he is not the man he was ; if 


he 
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he dare not ſay the change is a ſaving one, he is 
perſuaded it has made him to love thoſe ordi- 
nances which are made efficacious to the ſalvation 
of many ; and he may ſafely conclude that change 
mult be a ſaving one which had made him to ſay 
like David, /** that he prefers the enjoyment of com- 
munion with God, and to experience his pawer in his 
January to every other worldly pleaſure,” This he 
may be aſſured is that which cannot be found in 
any but thoſe who are made partakers of a ſaving 
change, therefore, when his frame is at the low- 
eſt, when he is either in a doubting or dark frame, 
or when he ſeems to himſelf as if he had loſt all 
thoſe breathings after God he once had ; he may 
be perſuaded of this, he, even then, differs mate- 
rially from what he was in hiscarnal ſtate, when he 
attended a preached goſpel, without any expectation 
of comfort, or the leaſt deſire of it, now, though 
his heart feels very ſtupid, the language of it is, 
he longs to obtain that frame he once experienced. 
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THIS language may appear ſtrange to young 
Chriſtians, who have but had a ſhort ſtanding in 
the church, eſpecially when they, like David, 
are ſaying, © My mountain flands firong, and 1 
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Hall never be moved. But how many have had 
reaſon to bleſs God that ever ſuch experience as is 
expreſſed in theſe words, was ever recorded in 
ſcripture ; doubtleſs the infinite mercy and com- 
paſſion of God has been ſeen and noticed in this, 
by thouſands who are now in glory. They will 
remember to eternity the relief they found when 
they ſaw the hearts of eminent ſaints to be like 
their own, 

It is evident that this is the language of a child 
of God, for the more the unregenerate man 
cleaveth to the earth, the more he is in his element, 
eſpecially” if he has proſperity in his purſuits ; for 
him to complain of his heart cleaving to the carth, 
would be inconſiſtent. His delight being only 
in the things of this world, it is impoſſible he 
ſhould feel ſuch ſoul complaints; he is a 
total ſtranger to either ſou] neceſſities, or ſpiritual 
pleaſures. 

This proves that the man who ſpeaks, from 
his heart, this language, muſt be born of God; 
it is only the chriſtian who can, with any pro- 
priety, adopt this language; and as face anſwers 
to face in a-glaſs,. ſo this is a complaint common 
to all experimental chriſtians. 

That which renders the chriſtian ſo unhappy 
in this frame is, his being alarmed with appre- 
henſions that he ſhall never obtain his former” 
conſolations ; and alſo he fears it is a proof that 
E he 
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he never had any real ſpiritual life ; the frame 
itſelf is a grievous burden to him, but the fear 
and ſuſpicion which it occaſions, often render it 
almoſt inſupportable, 

This language being ſo common to all, ought 
rather to prove to the chriſtian, that ſuch as are 
ſpeaking in this ſtrain, belong to that company 
who have ſpoken it in every age ; for as we form 
ideas of wicked men by their converſation, ſo, 
eſpecially when we hear perſons ſpeaking in a 
ſtrain in which no carnal men ever ſpoke, not 
even profeſſors of religion, if they were unac- 
quainted with the power of it, we cannot but 
hope that ſuch have been taught from above : 
From whence can ſuch ſoul complaints originate, 
but from him that quickeneth thoſe who were 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins ? 

This complaint is merely a ſoul complaint, 
and, therefore, wholly different from theſe 
troubles which worldly men experience ; their 
ſouls being ſpiritually dead, no complaints of 
this kind are heard from them, any more than 
from dead bodies in their graves; for if ſuch 
hear of either the joys of chriſtians, or of thoſe 
difficulties which diſtreſs many of God's children, 
they are not only ignorant of them, but this ſtirs 
up their enmity, which proves their ignorance of 
ſuch complaints, a | 
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Offer a chriſtian in this diſtreſſed ſituation, 
any thing which adorns the body, or ſuits the 
appetite, or enriches his eſtate, his drooping 
ſpirit is not at all alleviated by any of theſe. 
As honours and pleaſures will not ſuit a man in 
dying circumſtances, ſo theſe have nothing in 
them to comfort or cheer a believer. It muſt be 
ſomething ſpiritual which will ſatisfy the deſires 
of a renewed foul ; and this is ene thing which 
proves it to be made alive ſpiritually, for thoſe 
who are dead in fin, ſeek not ſpiritual comforts. 
The chriſtian has learned an advantagevus 
leſſon, when he ſees that even his wants and 
complaints prove him to be a child of God; 
this will make his ſeaſons of deſertion, as well 
as times of ſpiritual enjoyments, tend to his in- 
ſtruction; and as winter winds tend to eſtabliſh 
and ſtrengthen the tree, ſo do theſe an expe- 
rienced believer. 

Many chriſtians who are adopting the language 
of this text, have no ſuſpicion about their being 
in a ſtate of grace; they are fully perſuaded that 
once they mounted on wings as eagles, and 
though now, like Job, they are ſaying, «* Oh, 
that I were as in months paſt, as the days when God 
preſerved me ; when his candle ſhined upon my head, 
and when by his light I walked through darkneſs.” 
Job LXIX, 2, 3. Yet they hope thoſe precious 
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ſeaſons will return; this keeps them from 
deſponding fears. 

But believing our ſtate to be right, yea, being 
aſſured of it, will not, of itſelf, draw out our 
hearts to God, without the influence of the Holy 
Spirit ; the more knowledge we have, the more 
we ſhall be ſenſible of the abſolute need we ſtand 
in of his divine aid ; for being delivered from 
fear will not, of itſelf, kindle our deſires ; this 
makes it evident, that when our hearts are 
enlarged, we are then under the influences of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The believer being in this frame of ſoul, may 
not be owing to any particular temptation to fin, 
but to that negle& or trifling in private prayer 
-which is ſo common to all chriſtians, and which 
is the inlet to moſt of our troubles. Few keep 
in mind thoſe words of Chriſt, ** Abide in me, 
and I inyou ; as the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, 
except it abide in the vine, no more can Ye except 1 
abide in me. John xv. 4. 

As the body requires a conſtant 8 for its 
ſupport, to render it comfortable, ſo the renewed 
foul muſt have ſpiritual ſupplies for its nouriſh- 
ment and growth in grace, and this is given in 
uſe of means. Iſrael muſt gather the manna; 
though rained about their tents, it did not fall 
into their mouths. An indolent ſpirit is very 
injurious to the chriſtian z the firſt advantage the 
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grand enemy gains over the believer, is by 
tempting him to negle& his cloſet, this opens a 
flood-gate to a variety of fins, and ſorrow 
follows fin as the ſhadow the ſubſtance. 

God over-rules even ſuch difficulties as theſe 
for our good ; though chriſtians, in this frame, 
are rendered very uncomfortable for a ſeaſon, yet 
are taught experimentally their own weakneſs, and 
when God is pleaſed to grant them his gracious 
influences, they are the'more ſenſible from whence 
ſuch comforts are derived ; ſo abundantly gracious 
is Our God, that he over-rules even our provoking 
ſins to the enlarging of our experience of his 
bowels of mercies; this is ſo far from en- 
couraging the renewed ſoul to ſin, that it is at 
ſome ſeaſons filled with gratitude in the contem- 
plation of ſuch free and infinite love. How did 
David cry out, And is this after the manner of 
men, O Lord Gad? 

Many chriſtians are ſo circumſtanced in the 
world, that their minds are, in a meaſure, - 
chained down to the ſurface of the earth by cares 
and toil, and this from morning to evening; 
ſome are neceſſitated to be in very diſagreeable 
company ; like Lot, they are weary with the 
converſation of the wicked. Such, though they 
complain of their ſouls cleaving to the duſt, yet 
when they have opportunity to engage in ſpiri- 
tual exerciſes, and meet with a time of refreſhing 
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from the prefence of the Lord, the weary tra» 
veller is not more ſenſible of receiving ſtrength 
and ſpirits for his journey by reſt and food, than 
thoſe experience at ſuch ſeaſons—retirement how . 
ſweet ! how welcome! The ſafe and calm 
harbour cannot make the feelings of the toſſed 
mariner more comfortable, than a place of re- 
tirement from the noiſe and buſtle of this world ! 

The difference between an antipathy to the 
power of religion, and an earneſt deſire of the 
life and ſpirit of it, is ſo great, that when proper- 
ly noticed, it is of great advantage to the real 
chriſtian. Thoſe who are called by grace, may. 
call to mind, that when they were ignorant of 
real religion, they were ſo far from chooſing 
lively and active chriſtiau. for their companions, 
that it was far more agreeable to them to keep at 
a diſtance from them, than to court the leaſt 
intimacy ; but how different when changed by 
grace! This does not merely reſpe& perſons, 
but religion in general. In attendance on ordi- 
nances, they had no experience of being refreſhed 
by them, or any ſuch expectation ; now the 
change made in them is diſcerned both by 
themſelves and others. | 

And even chriftians, who are not ſo much 
encumbered with the things of the world, it is 
not fo much matter of ſurpriſe, if we conſider 
ho natural it is forour hearts to cleave to the things 
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of time; how oppoſite to the divine life the love of 
the world is, and how common it is for chriſtians, 
after their firſt love, being off their guard, to 
plunge themſelves into the world ; is it at all to 
be wondered at, that many find themſelves in 
this frame before they are aware? How true is 
that ſaying, the heart is deceitful, and deſperately 
wicked 

Inform but a traveller that highwaymen haunt 
ſuch a place, and he will be ſure to have his 
thoughts about him, when near the place of 
danger; but chriſtians, after they have been 
plundered again and again, walk in an uncautious 
manner. If we ated as unwiſely for our bodies as 
we do in ſpiritual things, we ſhould 1 plunge | 
ourſelves into ruin. 

This frame, deſcribed in thoſe words, is 
wholly different from the language of worldly 
diſtreſs ; how many who meet with nothing in 
the world but a ſeries of difappointments and 
diſtreſſes of almoſt every kind; and, according 
to reaſon, have nothing better to expect to their 
dying moments: yet nothing like this language 
ever drops from their lips; ſome experience the 
total loſs of all natural comforts; the ſevereſt bo- 
dily pains, or priſons, will not extort any ſuch 
complaint from-an unregenerate man : it is nei- 
ther the ſweet and charming voice of the goſpel 
that will draw him; nor will the dreadful effects 
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of ſin drive him to ſeek for happineſs in God. 
All this proves how much the true chriſtian dif- 
fers from the men of this world. 

Reader, has this complaint been thine? thou 
oan'ſt not live eſtranged from God like worldly 
profeſſors; thy happineſs is in communion with 
God, deprived of this, no worldly entertain- 
ments can ſupply the loſs; thy frame may be 
bad, but thy ſtate is ſafe; the deſires of thy ſou] 
prove thee to be born from above. 

Think how many thouſands are now in glory, 
who once with great diſtreſs, ſpoke thy very heart, 
They are got above the reach of all complaints 
now, and art not thou as ſenſible of this being at 
times the language of thy heart, as that thou art 
acquainted with any natural complaints, remem- 
ber that ſoul muſt be ſpiritually alive, that expe- 
riences ſpiritual ſenſations : it is a living man, who 
is ſenſible of the cravings of an hungry appetite. 
Thus we ſee there are many of the complaints 
of God's people, which as fully prove them to be 
born of God, as their moſt elevated joys, and 
thoſe would never ſeek for the quickning influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, if they had not been 
taught by experience both the neceſſity and the 
comfort, which believers- enjoy by having their 
ſouls drawn out to God. It is poſſible to form 
ideas of ſome natural pleaſures of which we ne, 
ver were partakers, becauſe theſe are natural to 
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us, but we are not only ignorant of ſpiritual 
pleaſures, but have an enmity to them, 

The difference between the frame of mind ex- 
preſſed in this text and that dead frame in which 
thouſands and tens of thouſands, of wordly pro- 
feſſors live, is as much as between life and death; 
the one has no uneaſineſs of a ſpiritual nature, 


except his falſe confidence be ſhaken by ſome 


ſin, when that is the caſe, he betakes himſelf to 
his accuſtomed method of daubing with untem- 
pered mortar, and when that is done, which he 
ſuppoſes will ſuffice, he enjoys his ſecurity again, 
and we hear no more of his complaints, all he 
wants is eaſe from an accuſing conſcience, not 
nearneſs to God, and to live in communion with 
But the true chriſtian, when his frame is at the 
loweſt ebb, it is not keeping from fin that will 
give him any content, though he may for a ſeaſon 


trifle in his cloſet, yet, he having experienced 


more happy ſeaſons, knows he is not in the 
frame he either can live or die in with comfort ; 
nothing can give him content ſhort of the enjoy- 
ment of thoſe comfortable enlargements, he has 
once experienced, Where is the man who hag 
.once enjoyed the ſweets of liberty, that can by 
happy in chains and ſlavery ? 

The true believer has an experimental ac- 
quaintance with the neceſſity of the operations of 

+ mme 


a * 5 


N N 


— 


1 
3 
22 
„„ 


58 
| the Holy Spirit; the carnal profeſſor has no un- 
| derſtanding of any ſuch thing, therefore of con- 
ſequence, ſeeks not for it, and cannot lament the 
| loſs of it; he therefore is not diſtreſſed like the 
experimental chriſtian. 

From all this, we are fully convinced of the 
words of Chriſt, I will ſend you the Holy Ghoſt, 
whom the world cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth him 
Ip not, neither knoweth him. | 

Carnal profeſſors are but men of the world, 
they have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, and therefore 
are none of his, nor do they drink into the * 
rit of thoſe who are his. 

We may alſo ſee from theſe things, that many 
carnal men, from common conviction, begin to 
attend to religion, and being convinced from the 
ſcripture that ſalvation is by Chriſt, theſe may 
foon learn to ſpeak many things about Chriſt, 
while they are as great ſtrangers to the opera- 

tions of the Holy Spirit, as any men in the 
world; but being ſenſible that they differ from 
the world at large, and perceive they have more 
knowledge than thoſe who are buried in groſs ig- 
norance, theſe may deceive themſelves by con- 

cluding that they are born of God. 

All this proves to a demonſtration that it is on- 
ly thoſe who are truly born of God, who under- 
ftand the operations of the Holy Spirit. Theſe, and 
theſe only, ſeek the enjoyment of God in religion, 
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and as they have had great pleaſure when their 
hearts have been enlarged, no wonder they com- 
plain when they experience the loſs of their com. 
forts ; but if ſuch a one were as much aſſured of 


his ſtate being ſafe, as he is of his frame being un- 


comfortable, his frame would not ſo much diſ- 
treſs him. 

A chriſtian who if fully perſuaded of his ſtate 
being ſafe, though he be in an uncomfortable 
frame, is more encouraged to plead with God 
for thoſe mercies he needs, than one who on ac- 
count of his frame, is writing bitter things againſt 
himſelf, and fears, becauſe he has not that near- 
neſs to God which he wiſhes, that God is an 


enemy. 


It muſt be of great advantage to the chriſtian 
when he can perceive that even his complaints 
are undeniable evidences of his being a child of 
God ; this helps him to believe that he who has 
of his own infinite love, made him a child, will 
_ exerciſe pity and compaſſion towards him, ac» 
cording to his character, which is that of a fa- 
ther, who cannot but have compaſſion on his 
children. 

As a ſaving knowledge of God muſt come 
from himſelf, ſo muſt that wiſdom which will 
enable the chriſtian to ſee the kindneſs of God, 
which diſcovered, is the way that he leads his own 
to glory. 

Had 
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Had we but a little knowledge of our guilt, 
we ſhould not ſo highly prize the atonement, and 
could we have ſuch a happy carrying on which 
we ſhould ſuppoſe would be very comfortable, 
we ſhould only in theory believe in the Holy 
Ghoſt; but when we are made ſenſible how weak 
we are, by feeling the power of the remains 
of ſin, we are taught experimentally to war 
againſt ſin, depending only on divine aſſiſtance. 
It is this which will make a chriſtian ſay from 
his heart, Oh wretched man that I am !—and I will 
go in the ſtrength of the Lord. | 

When we have felt by experience for a conſi- 

derable time, how unable we are to perform that 
which is good, then when * aid is given, it 
is peculiarly ſweet. 
Thus the very things which appear at firſt, to 
be againſt us, in the iſſue turn out to our advan- 
tage, and we find our very complaints are evi- 
dences of our natures being changed. 
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DRAW ME, WE WILL RUN AFTER THEE. 
Sol. Song i. 3. 


TT is impoffible for any of the fallen race, 
while they remain in ignorance and enmity either 
to underſtand this language, or pray this prayer, 
If we take a view either of the formal profeſſor, 
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er the men of the world at large; we ſhall find 
them as diſtant from ſuch a frame of mind, as 
this prayer demonſtrates, as death is from life; 
ſo deſtitute are all the unregenerate from appre- 
hending the meaning of this petition, they would 
be alarmed ſhould any of their fellow creatures 
begin to make uſe of it, 

When perſons are ignorant of that which is 
moſt univerſally known to all experimental chriſ- 
tians, it is evident ſuch perſons muſt be total 
ſtrangers to real chriſtianity, and while we prove 
to a demonſtration, the univerſal ignorance of all 
unregenerate men, the chriſtian is more and 
more enabled to perceive the difference which 
God has made in himſelf ; for the change which 
is made by regeneration is ſpiritual, by which a 
chriſtian is capacitated to form a judgement both 
of himſelf and the world. But he that is ſpiritual 
judgeth all things, 1 Cor, ii. xv, 

This prayer is ſomething more than words; ſuch 
a prayer put up in ſincerity, is nothing leſs than 
the heart going out after God; the deſires of the 
heart are even felt in the language by thoſe who 
have ſpiritual underſtanding, and ſuch divine 
breathings are rarely ſo much as heard by chriſ- 
tians, but their efficacy is experienced by thoſe who 
hear them, for as iron ſharpens iron, ſo theſe tend 
to rouſe and quicken thoſe who have experience: 
grace in exerciſe, is like ſome excellent per- 
e | | F fumes, 
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fumes, you cannot come near them, but you 
partake of their ſweet flavour. 

Theſe words exhibit a chriſtian not only deſi- 
rous of purſuing his journey, but ſenſible of his 
inability to make progreſs without divine aſſiſ- 
tance, which is a further proof of ſpiritual life ; 
eſpecially as many ſet out like the fooliſh virgins, 
and being unacquainted with experience, are in- 
ſenſible of that need, which the real chriſtian 
finds; therefore theſe are not the words of one 
who is out of the path, but one who is in the 
right way, but cannot make that progreſs he 
wiſhes; he both ſees the way, and underſtands 
how he ought to walk in it, but experiencing 
an utter inability in himſelf, he implores that di- 
vine aſſiſtance which a gracious God has been 

granting to his people in every age. 
here is a running in the chriſtian race with 
which the experimental chriſtian is only ac- 
. quainted. The believer having once taſted the 
ſweetneſs of fuch a frame, he ardently petitions 
to enjoy the ſame pleaſure again; this is owing 
to an internal cauſe, which is in the heart of 
every child of God, and which will powerfully 
influence him, when all terrors and fears of hell 
are wholly vaniſhed. 

The chriſtian in this cixcumſtance feels the 
force of thoſe words of Chriſt, 7thout me, ye can 
do nothing. The frame of mind he wiſhes to at- 
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tain to, is as much beyond his power, as to graſp 
the heavens with his hand ; but though out of 
his reach, he is ſenſible the way to obtain what 
he ſo much deſires, is prayer. Inability ſhould 
not diſcourage us when we have more than leave 
to aſk for all neceſſary aſſiſtance. God never in- 
tended to make his children independant of a 
himſelf. 18 
Unregenerate perſons may learn to uſe 00 
ſions in prayer, and eſpecially in bodily pain and 
affliction; they may cry out for eaſe, but it is 
only the children of God, who experience a pray- 
ing heart, and who can plead for the influence of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and to them this is as natural as 
for the new born babe to deſire the breaſt, If 
the timorous ſoul was fully ſatisfied in this re- 
ſpect, and thoroughly underſtood the frame of 
his own heart, it would afford him great relief. 
* The chriſtian meets with many things to in- 
cumber and retard him in his race; he is often 
made to cry out, O, that 1 had wings as a'dove. 
He is but renewed in part, therefore his heart is 
prone to be drawn afide with the things of this 
world; being ſenſible of this, makes him pray 

for that drawing, which will enable him to 
mount up above the things of time. 7 
The heart breathing this language, proves a 
perſon to be ſpiritually alive, as much as motion 
demonſtrates the body to be naturally alive, be- 
F2 cauſe 
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cauſe of its being ſo oppoſite to that which unre- 

generate men love, who are ſo far from deſir- 
| ing to be drawn near to ſpiritual things, they 
have the utmoſt averſion to them, 
True religion having the heart for its ſeat, this 
prayer may With the greateſt propriety, be called 
the language of the heart ; it is a petition which 
the believer cannot always with propriety uſe, 
but only when his defires are in ſome meaſure 
drawn out after God, 'tis then he feels his heart 
breath this. language; at other times he cannot 
pray this prayer from his heart, though he ih 
ments the frame which he feels, 
As poverty or pain induces a perſon to exert 
himſelf for relief, ſo a ſenſe of ſpiritual want 
| will cauſe a believer both to pray and uſe the 

means. The Holy Spirit often gives a ſoul a 

ſenſe of its wants, before he draws out the heart 
in prayer to God for a ſupply : relief for the moſt 
part is near, when the chriſtian has his heart 
panting for the water brooks. 

There can be no honeſt ' complaint, where K 
there is no ſenſe of want or pain; therefore, 
though a hypocrite may utter a prayer in words 
like the ſincere ſoul, his heart goes not along 
with his words. 

The prayers of the unregenerate, originate 
from a- cauſe quite different from that by which 
experimental chriſtians. are influenced ; if they 
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can but perform ſomething which they ſuppoſe is 
their duty, and which if neglected, might en- 
danger their eternal welfare, they reſt ſecure ; but 
the true chriſtian having a peculiar delight in 
communion with God, the cauſe by which he 
is influenced, is infinitely higher ; he prays not 
merely to eſcape hell, he is ſeeking to enjoy a 
a part of heaven below. 

It would appear ſtrange to hear an unregene- 
rate man uſe the ſame expreſſions which David 
frequently uttered from his heart, Quicten me, O 
Lord, according unto thy word; and why was it not 
matter of ſurpriſe, to hear David ſpeak in this. 
ſtrain, becauſe it was ſuitable to other parts of 
his conduct, in which it was evident bis delight 
was in God, 

Chriſtians are the only perſons who underſtand 
thoſe words of Chriſt, The wind blaweth where it 
lifleth; they experience a fovereignty in the ope- 
rations of the Holy Spirit; when the chriſtian is 
pleading for his divine influences, he underſtands 
by experience, that divine drawings depend on 
the ſovereign will of God. Y 

There are ſome words in which carnal per- 
ſons may mimic true chriſtians, but there are 
others, which are impoſſible to be uttered in that 
frame of ſpirit, and manner in which. the people 
of God ſpeak them; fuch are the words of this 
text. Thoſe who are firangess to the power of 
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religion, are totally ignorant how the believer 
feels in thus pouring out his ſoul to God, where- 
as all experimental chriſtians have a diſtin idea 
of the experience of a chriſtian in this frame, 

Spiritual life cauſes a language peculiar to it- 
ſelf; the chriſtian is not only a perſon poſſeſſed 
of a new heart, but a new ſpirit in prayer; he 
has got a new errand to a throne of grace, which 
is of great importance to his preſent comfort, as 
well as future happineſs. Thoſe who are ignorant 
of ſpiritual wants, only borrow their language, but 
the chriſtian's prayer is formed by the ge" of 
his heart. 

When the chriſtian can read his true character 
in all his frames, he then is enabled to plead the 
promiſe with ſome degree of boldneſs in a ſea- 
ſon of darkneſs. It is a great encouragement to 
the believer in aſking, when he is poſitively per- 
ſuaded he ſhould never have underſtood the ne- 
ceſſity of divine drawings, had he not been ſa- 
vingly taught by the Spirit ; now he not only de- 
ſires to be drawn, but he underſtands how a 
chriſtian feels when he is drawn. 

As the body is rarely without ſome motion 
which evidences it to be a living body, ſo the re- 
newed ſoul will - give ſome proof of its ſpiritual 
life, which if the chriſtian has a diſcerning eye 
he may be as fully perſuaded of his divine life 

as he is of his natural, and who can deſcribe that 
happineſs 
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happineſs which ſuch a certainty would cauſe in 
thouſands ? 

This prayer differs materially from that which 
is the mere effect of bodily trouble or affliftion ; 
how many are there, whoſe pains are almoſt in- 
tollerable to an obſerver, and though ſuch may 
pray in their manner, yet they have nothing of the 
breathing which is evidently ſeen in this ſcrip- 
ture, 'This is the language of one who deſires 
to enjoy ſomething of heaven in his way thither, 
not of one affrighted with the fears of hell. 
Reader, narrowly look into thyſelf, if the breath- 
ing of ſoul diſcoverable in this ſcripture has been 
repeatedly thine. The Holy Ghoſt has regene- 

rated thee, and will never leave drawing thy ſoul 
till he has brought thee where prayer ſhall has 
heard no more. 

It is evident from univerſal experience, that 
grace is more certainly deſcribed by wants, de- 
ſires and complaints, than by the higheſt joys 
with which any of the children of God are fa- 
voured. David never gave ſuch poſitive proof 
of his being a ſpiritual man, as he did in | his: 
deepeſt complaints, 

A chriſtian who humbly Aude on the aſſiſ- 
tance of the Holy Spirit, will hold on in his 
way to Zion, when many flaming profeſſors will 
ſink into oblivion. How many who have thought 
little of themſelves, and almoſt adored ſome 
whom 
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whom they have heard to relate their joys, yet 
they have lived to ſee thoſe flaming torches 
emerſed in the ocean of fin and wickedneſs. 

If this text is frequently the language of thy 
heart, it is that which is not to be found in the 
heart of any unregenerate man in the world; 
theſe underſtand what it is to be drawn after the 
world, with its_ profits or pleaſures, but this 
frame they are wholly ignorant of. 

It is only real chriſtians who dread being 

drawn away with the world; it is their prayer 
that nothing may be injurious to their ſouls. This 
makes them have that jealouſy over their hearts, 
which is only to be found in thoſe who have real 
experience. 
Nothing is more common than for ſome per- 
ſone to think highly of themſelves, and to boaſt 
of the goodneſs of their own hearts; but the 
chriſtian, who has been ſtriving every way to en- 
gage his heart, ſometimes has called to mind 
the dreadful and awful ſubjects, and ſometimes 
the moſt engaging and endearing ones, but finds. 
that no conſideration whatever, will draw out his 
ſoul after God ; he not only thinks, but is hard. 
to be perſuaded that others have ſuch a heart as he 
has got; it is ſuch perſons as theſe, who pray 
with ſincerity for divine drawings. 

What is the reaſon perſons who differ ſo much 
from the world, cannot fee that they are not of 
it? 
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it? If they experienced joys as frequently as they 
feel their wants, they would have no fears about 
their ſtate. 


— — 
OH ! THAT I WERE AS IN MONTHS PAST. 
Job xxix. 2. 


FEW mortals ever experienced ſuch an 
aſtoniſhing change as Job; and, for a conſider- 
able time, we have not the leaſt intimation of a 
complaint; on the contrary, he breathes out the 
frame of his heart in theſe words: . The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord,” This did not only prove to a 
demonſtration, that he had grace, but that he 
was eminent for the exerciſe of it. Submiſſion 
is one of the higheſt fruits in the tree of 
chriſtianity ; ; there is nothing to which our 
natures are more averſe. Nothing but divine 
aſſiſtance could have helped Job to ſpeak in ſuch 
a ſtrain, 

 Afﬀictions of every kind have been borne with 
reſignation, and ſometimes the preſence of God 
has cauſed the chriſtian even to ſing i in che fire; 
but what man under heaven could ever bear defer 
tion, without complaint? Even the Son of God 
himſelf, was made to cry out, My Ged, my 
Cod, why, haſi thau forſaken nes Job, in theſe 
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words, is not crying out for his children, but 
for the return of thoſe gracious viſits from God 
with which he had been indulged. 
If a ſmall difficulty has made an eminent 
ſoldier of Chriſt to ſhrink, when it has pleaſed 
God to withdraw his fupporting preſence, ſhall 
we be ſurprized to hear Job ſpeak in this mournful 
ſtrain, when we conſider that he was deprived 
of all his former comforts, and brought into a 
ſituation, which neither himſelf nor friends, had 
ſo much as ever heard of any diſtreſs that could 
be compared to his. 

This complaint was evidently occaſioned by 
the loſs of his ſpiritual comfort ; David could 
fing in the midſt of danger, white he enjoyed 
the ſun-ſhine of God's preſence; but when he 
was deprived of the light of God's countenance, 
| he cries out, Thou hideſt thy face, and I am 
troubled '” Experimental chriſtians only can 
form a juſt idea of ſuch complaints as theſe ; 
diſtreſſes of a worldly nature are. common— 
David ſays, ** There be many who are ſaying, who 
will ſhow us any good? but it is only renewed 
ſouls who defire the light of God's countenance, 
and therefore they only will lament when they 
are deprived of the enjoyment of it, 

Job does not ſeem to call in queſtion his ſtate, 
but when that is not the caſe, it is peculiarly 

afflicting, eſpecially when under heavy trials, to 

| oy be 
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be deſtitute of that light and comfort which is 
neceſſary for a believer in his common walk, 
Never was any man in a ſituation which required 
more ſupernatural aſſiſtance than that of Job; he 
had not only been brought ſuddenly down from 
the higheſt pinnacle of honours into the moſt 
abject poverty, but his body was afflited in a 
manner unknown before to any mortal ; and in 
the depth of all this trial to be deſerted, was 
enough to make the moſt eminent ſaint cry out. 
It has been peculiarly ſatisfactory to thouſands, 
when they have diſtinctly perceived that God has 
tried ſome of his moſt eminent ſervants with the 
withdrawing of his preſence; and eſpecially when 
they have been in great difficulties, this affords 
ſome relief in that ſuſpicion common to all 
chriſtians : ** If I was loved, I could not be treated 
thus! remove but this from the heart of a 
believer, and much is done towards his comfort. 
When we are perſuaded thoſe very difficulties 
with which we are exerciſed, are only ſuch as 
are common to thoſe who are the moſt highly 
favoured, it tends to ſoothe our fears, and 
mitigate all other complaints; no ſuſpicion is 
more grievous to the tried ſoul, than that ſuch 
dreadful aMicions fall not to the lot of. thoſe 
who are highly favoured of the Lord. 
Job, in this text, has ſpoke the feelings of 
tens of thouſands, who have e as great 
| Aa 
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a viciſſitude in ſpiritual things as himſelf; though 
having never been ſo highly exalted in temporals, 
renders it impoſſible for them to have experienced 
ſo great a fall as Job in the loſs of all their out- 
ward comforts ; but when there is nothing of a 
temporal nature to increaſe the burden, the loſs 
of ſpiritual conſolation has made many feeble 
knees. 

It is an advantage we are not ſufficiently 
apprized of, that we have ſuch a clear view of 
the conduct of God towards his people in their 
moſt trying ſeaſons ; we acquire a knowledge of 
God by his ways and works, as well as by his 
word; and, indeed, his conduct in this reſpect, 
carries ſomething in it more than words. His 
wiſdom and love ſhine in the moſt ſtriking facts, 

which inſtru moſt effeQually. 

Though there be few who have travelled any 
conſiderable time in the way to Zion, but they 
have adopted Job's language, yet they have an 
advantage Job was not favoured with; he had 
not the experience of a man ſet before him, who 
had been in a ſituation ſimilar to his own, but 
we have the diſtreſſes of many, which far exceed 
any of ours, and of ſuch perſons of whom we 
cannot entertain the leaſt ſuſpicion of their being 

the children of God. | 

The change from the heat of ſummer to the 
chilling colds of January, are not more ſenſibly 
| „ 
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felt, than what the chriſtian experiences in the 
change of his frame; but we have, in the caſe 
of Job, the fulleſt proof of this comfortable 
truth, that great as the change was which Job 
experienced, he. was in the hands of an un- 
changeable Jehovah, who pitied him as a father 
his ſon who ſerveth him. 

Many have reflected on paſt ſeaſons of private 
devotion both with real pleaſure and pungent 
ſorrow, but could they ſee themſelves in a more 
ſcriptural view, both their ſeaſons of darknels, as 
well as of light, would have afforded matter of 
joy. : 

When the chriſtian remembers, that once his 
heart was at his cloſet before his body, he entered 
the retired place with expeQation and avidity ; 
if any thing prevented him, the moments were 
ſpent in impatience ; he could be grieved even 
when things that were advantageous to his 
worldly intereſts interrupted or prevented him 
from enjoying his opportunities of retirement ; 
no worldly gain could make up for the lols of 
ſpiritual enjoyments. But how affecting the 
change, when all the arguments he can heap 
together, and all the charges he can bring againſt 
himſelf of ingratitude and neglect, will not move 
his heart one ſtep towards God ? Had any friend 
intimated his heart had been, or would be, thus 
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deceitful, he would have anſwered as Hadad to 
the prophet, ** 1s thy ſervant a dog? 

But now he that once mounted up as on eagles' 
wings, is ſunk in the mire of ſloth and worldly 
affections, a change he once thought impoſſible ; 
it is in this frame, that the believer can ſay, “In 
me, that is, in my fleſh, dwelleth no good thing!“ 

When by conſcience he is conſtrained to go 
into his cloſet, how backward and formal ! The 
conviction has only been the more keen, by the 
performance ; and duty performed has only 
proved to himſelf the wickedneſs of his heart; 

This is winter ſeaſon to the ſoul, cold and 
dark ; is it then any matter of ſurprize to hear 
one in ſuch a ſituation cry out, Oh! that I were 
as in months pat! How different to run full of 
life and love, to meet a gracious covenant-keeping 
God, with a heart enlarged, from being filled 
with dreadful apprehenſions of his. frowns, 
becauſe of our ſhameful frame of heart, 

This complaint is not confined to the cloſet ; 
it is like the plague, every part is affected by it 
When the heart is out of tune, all ſpiritual things 
have loſt their reliſh ; though the chriſtian, in his 
judgment, is the ſame towards them, yet he feels 
a backwardneſs to apply for the enjoyment of 
them. 

With what pleaſure did the chriſtian once run 
to hear the word ; his ſoul longed for the courts 
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of the Lord's houſe ; his language was, hen 
ſhall I come and appear before God He felt himſelf 
out of patience with thoſe who only appeared 
languid in the worſhip, or that for trivial 
excuſes would neglect the means of grace. 

How great the change! Now all arguments 
with his lukewarm heart, loſe their force; all 
reliſh for the word ſeems gone ; the ſervice that 
once was far too ſhort, is now intollerably 
tedious ; 1s it a wonder that ſuch, when they are 
not wholly left to an obdurate and inſenſible 
frame, to hear ſuch an one cry out, Ob! that I 
were as in months paſt! If we have no ſenſe of 
the ingratitude and fin of ſuch a frame, the very 
great difference there is in the chriſtian's preſent 
comfort between mounting up with wings as an 
eagle, and having his feet faſt in the ſtocks, 

would make him ſpeak the language of Job. 
Let it be further obſerved, that the believer 
-could once meet difficulty as David met Goliah 
in the name of the Lord his God; he ſeemed 
poſſeſſed of a faith which would bear him up. 
under any difficulty; this appears to have been 
David's frame when he ſays, My mountain ſtands 
ſtrong, and T ſhall never be moved! But now every 
diminutive hill is magnified into a huge mountain, 
and every Canaanite is a tall ſon of Anack. 
The chriſtian is now like Samſon, with his 
locks ſhaven; he is an eaſy prey to the malicious 
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enemy; could we ſee the experience of millions, 
we ſhould find the broken bones, many have com- 
plained of to their graves, have been the effect of 
lukewarmneſs. In this frame, the believer is ſo 
far from the chriſtian's triumph, Ve are more 
than conquerors, through him that loved us, that it 
is the very reverſe with him; the road appears 
full of difficulties, too hard to be borne, Many 
who at one time have not feared to face a hon or 
a Goliah, when in a different frame, would be 
frightened with the ſhaking of a leaf. 

When the chriſtian remembers that his heart 
was at one time ſo engaged in heavenly things, 
that riches and honours had no charms ; he 
pitied thoſe who were carried down the ſtream 
with ſuch empty vanities, and bleſſed God that 
He was no longer bound with thoſe chains, He 
could look back on many ſnares which the enemy 
had laid to captivate his ſoul, but the great things 
of eternity outbalanced all ſuch deluſive enchant- 
ments, | ard] 
But now the heart, once dead to the world, 
makes him tremble to find it cleaving to the 
things of time and ſenſe; he is ſo apprehenſive 
of its bias, he dreads the leaſt temptation; he 
ſtands in awe of many things he once ſuppoſed it 
impoſſible his heart could ever be enſnared with 
again! 

The 


— 


. 

The chriſtian thought once all corruption 
ſeemed waſhed away; he viewed his former 
beſetting ſins, as the Iſraelites did the Egyptians 
dead on the ſhore; but how grievous this miſtake ! 
They not only are alive, but return with double 
ſtrength. . 

This, above all other complaints, is the moſt 
grievous ; ſays the chriſtian, Shall I indulge that 
which nailed the Lord of Glory to the creſs? Ten 
thouſand jealouſies and ſuſpicions are often 
occaſioned by ſome hidden corruption, with which 
the believer imagined he ſhould have no more 
trouble. | 

Such difficulties will often make the believer 
cry out, like Rebecca, hy am I thus ? 

The chriſtian can refſect on paſt ſeaſons in 
which he had moſt pleaſing thoughts of God, and 
of a covenant of grace; he could fit down in ſome 
retired ſpot, regale his ſpirits, and almoſt aſcend 
to the borders of heaven. But how great the 
change! Both light and knowledge ſeem fled, 
and this bright morning ſucceeded by a gloomy 
evening! Divine Love is veiled behind a thick, 
impenetrable cloud! What inſtruQtion will ſuch 
a feeling leſſon afford; it will conſtrain us to 
acknowledge that nothing can give us juſt ideas 
of our own weakneſs or wickedneſs, but expe- 
rience. Humility is not the product of mere 
theory, but is obtained by painful experience, 
G3 | 'The 
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The language of many young chriſtians, who 
like David are faying, My mountain lands 
firong, may be compared to thoſe who fight vic- 
torious battles by the fire ſide ; where the art and 
force of the enemy, is neither ſeen nor felt, 

Could the chriſtian perceive diſtinctly, amidſt 
all theſe complaints, that his ſtate is ſafe, that 
theſe are but the difficulties others have had to 
ſtruggle with, his faith would not be ſhaken. 

In all theſe heavy complaints, there is not the 
leaſt ſymptom of one drawing back to perdition ; 
a ſoul that complains of its diſtance from God, 
and de ſires nothing more than to be reſtored to 
the light of his countenance, is a lover of God. 

Though ſuch may be long exerciſed with 
theſe difficulties, they will aſſuredly experience, 
Though forrow may endure for a night, yet Jy comes 
in the morning. 

Though the chriſtian at ſuch ſeaſons, cannot 
pray or read, and hear the word with that ſatis- 
faction he wiſhes, yet he retains a high eſteem 
for divine ordinances. 

Though he does not in this perplexed 90 
tion, experience the joy and pleaſure he once en- 
joyed, he was never more determined to wait on 
the Lord in his own appointments. 

It is a ſatisfaction when our complaints evi- 
dently appear to be ſuch as the people of God 
8 are acquainted with. Had Job been a 

ſtranger 
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ſtranger to God, all his diſtreſs would have been 
about his riches and children, but the complaint 
expreſſed in this text, is of another nature. 

IT imes of worldly proſperity are fooner forgot, 
than remarkable ſeaſons of ſpiritual joy. Jacob 
did not mention the increaſe of his cattle, which 
once ſo much exerciſed his mind, but he calls 
Bethel to mind, even in his dying moments. 


— — ͤ— — — 


WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE PASSED FROM 
DEATH TO LIFE, BECAUSE WE LOVE 
THE BRETHREN. 


1 John ili. 14. 


HOWEVER this text may have been miſtaken 
by ſome, it is no argument that it ſhould not be 
of that ſervice to the church which the Holy 
Ghoſt deſigned ; for if this ſcripture be not of 
uſe to the chriſtian, by way of evidence, I can- 
not ſee of what comfort it may be to any of the 
people of God. If any part of divine revelation 
muſt be ſet aſide on account of its having been 
abuſed, we may treat the whole with neglect. 

There is fo great a difference between religious 
and carnal affections, which, if obſerved, will 
give peculiar ſatisfaction to the chriſtian, and 
greatly aſſiſt him in examining himſelf. Good 
and bad fruit cannot be more eaſily diſtinguiſhed, 
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than religious and carnal affections, when properly 


tried by the word of God. 


Let it be obſerved, that nothing is more com- 


"gion, than for perſons, who love the ſame kinds 


of diverſion, to unite together, whether thoſe 
pleaſures are natural, or ſpiritual : this verifies 
the old proverb: Birds of a feather, will flock to- 
gether. 

But, as natural pleaſures are not of ſuch great 
importance as heavenly and eternal things, the 
effects of common amuſements are not ſo bind- 
ing and immutable, as thoſe of a higher nature: 
for inſtance, if a man be peculiarly attached to 
muſic, he will find others, who love the ſame 
ſcience, ſeeking intimacy with him; which 


would not be the caſe had he a violent averſion to 


ſuch a pleaſing amuſement. It is the very fame 
with other kinds of diverſions : The angler will 


find thoſe who are fond of that diverſion, ſeeking 


his acquaintance ; this does not altogether ariſe 
from a deſire of farther information, but from a 
reſpe ſuch will entertain for a man of the ſame 
taſte with himſelf, 

But the affection mentioned in this verſe, differs 
wholly from all natural regards ; for, although 
there appears ſomething ſimilar in chriſtians 
loving the ſame ſubjects, yet there are higher 
motives which excite the chriſtian's affeRions, 


than can poſſibly be found in things merely 
if natural, 


common for perſons, who are of th far 

or ſentiment, to have a reſ; pet for each other, to 
me, appears not only ridiculous, but find? ing 
fault with the Holy Ghoſt ; by ſuch a method, 
many important texts of ſcripture would be 
rendered uſeleſs, if this mode of treating ſcripture 
be once admitted, 

Is it a thing impoſſible for a chriſtian to diſ- 
tinguiſh between natural affection, and the love 
he experiences for the people of God? The re- 
gard he feels to chriſtians, ariſes not from any 
natural ties or worldly advantage; ſo far from 
this, that they are frequently ſuch whoſe neceſ- 
ſities require his aſfiſtance. 

And fuppoſe carnal men and hypocrites deceive 
themſelves, and conclude they are God's chil- 
dren, merely becauſe they love thoſe with whom 
they are connected by party or ſentiment, muſt 
the child of God be deprived of comfort be- 
cauſe of theſe ? No doubt many have thus de- 
ceived themſelves. The fooliſh virgins probably 
had a greater reſpect for thoſe who were like 
themſelves, than for the wiſe. | 

The ordinance of the Lord's ſupper is more 
univerſally abuſed, than any particular text of 
ſcripture ; and ſhall the people of God be robbed 
of ſuch an ordinance becauſe hypocrites abuſe it ? 

0 Many 


very ſame purpoſe which the Holy Ghoſt had in 
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Many have even thought too ſlightly of ſpiritual 
conſolations, becauſe Satan can transform him- 
ſelf into an angel of. light, and alſo becauſe ſome 
who have boaſted of great comforts, have proved 
hypocrites. | | 

John ſaw that thoſe to whom he wrote, ſtood 
in need of this very method of reaſoning. Many 
of them had, no doubt, been diſtreſſed with 
the falling away of great numbers, chap. ii. 19. 
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for 


| if they had been of us, they would no doubt have con- 
tinued with us, Cc. 


Some may object and ſay, what comfort could 
this method of reaſoning afford to any of them, 
ſeeing thoſe very perfons who fell away, laved 
their brethren, But is not this finding fault with 
the Holy Ghoſt who inſpired John thus to 
write? We know, &c. becauſe we love the brethren, 

No doubt but they might have an affection for 
thoſe, but had they examined it, it would have 
been proved to be carnal, and not ſpiritual af- 
fection. 

However it cannot be denied, but that John 
did write theſe words, and for this very end, that 
the children of God might know that they had 
eternal life ; therefore to apply the text to the 


view, is to me very ſatisfactory. 


As 
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As the Holy Ghoſt is called by way of emi- 
nence, the Comforter, and one of his methods of 
comforting is by deſcribing ſpiritual affections, 
and thoſe as differing entirely from all kinds of 
natural regards; and the diſcerning of this, is 
that which aſſiſts the chriſtian to underſtand his 
own ſtate, in ſuch a manner that he may ſay, 1 
know 1 am paſſed from death, &c. It proves to a 
demonſtration that this very evidence was ſatis- 
factory to John himſelf, and by him held forth 
for the comfort and ſatisfaQion of others. 

All other kinds of affection come in a natural 
way, and are eaſily accounted for, but this is very 
different to what the chriſtian himſelf expe- 
rienced before his being born of God, 

This makes it evident that this ſcripture was in 
a peculiar manner, intended for this very thing, 
and as ſuch, thoſe who are paſled from death unto 
life, ought to read their own charaQers in it. 

Suppoſe any number of unregenerate perſons 
ſhould be united together, as much as it is poſlible 
for carnal men to be by any natural amuſements, 
ſhould an individual of ſuch a company, by ſome 
alarming providence, or fermon; fall into great 
diſtreſs on account of ſin, and begin to be very 
diligent in his attendance on the word of God, 
though he might retain a natural reſpect for his 
old companions on ſome accounts, yet when his 
heart was changed to love divine things, he 


would 
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would find a material difference betwixt the af- 
fection he has for theſe, and that which he en- 
tertains for God's children. 155 
This man would not only find himſelf differ 
from the reſt, but they would ſoon make him 


feel their diſapprobation, and reſentment. And 
he would now as naturally ſearch for godly com- 


panions, as the others would diſlike his company; 


thus he would feel a ſenſible change in his affec- 


tions. So when Paul was called, he left thoſe 
with whom he had been connected, and his heart 
became united to the people of God. 

It has frequently been the caſe, that thoſe who 
have been the moſt affectionately attached to each 
other by natural things, will imbibe the greateſt 
antipathy againſt each other, when thoſe natural 
ties are broken, Yet this reſentment does not 
ariſe on the chriſtians part, but on the ſide of 
the unregenerate, on account of their loſing the 
eompany of thoſe, for whom they had ſo high 
an eſteem, and this being on account of religion, 
excites their enmity againſt the ways of God the 
more, | | 


This is offaſioned by that enmity which is 


common to all ungodly men; Carnal men are 


not only dead to God ſpiritually, but the carnal 
mind is enmity againit him, and ſuch will hate 
a man, entirely on account of religion, though 


otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe he is every way an agreeable and wor- 
thy character, 

This is a poſitive proof that there is not 
merely a want of love in every unrenewed man, but 
a dreadful enmity, not eaſily to be deſcribed; and 
this ſhould be a ſtriking proof to thoſe who are 
poſſeſſed of Chriſtian love, and confirm them in 
this, 7. e. that their being made partakers of ſuch 
a change, could never have originated with them- 
ſelves, no more than the love which Paul had to 
the churches, had its. riſe in his corrupt nature, 

Let any of thoſe who are born of God, meet 
an old ' acquaintance, who had formerly been 
walking after the courſe of this world, but be- 
gins to aſk the way to Zion; this is fo far from 
raiſing in them, any thing like reſentment, it 
kindles a flame of love in them immediately, 
He who thus loveth, is born of God. Many 
who have known this to be their own caſe, will 
remember how they courted the company of ſuch, 
and experienced more than a willingneſs to afford 
them all the aſſiſtance in their power. If ſuch 
a man was reſpected by them before, their affec- 
tion is now increaſed ten fold. 

This affection will appear unaccountable to 
the men of this world, becauſe experimental 
chriſtians, and they only, are the perſons who can 
form the leaſt idea of this powerful attraction, 
The ungodly would gladly aſcribe it to any baſe 
H cauſe, 
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cauſe, If they cannot to worldly advantage, it is 
either pride or ſome other mean and low motive, 
but the cauſe is wholly of God. F any man would 
give all the ſubſtance in his houſe for this 'Izve, it 
"would be utterly contemned. Cant. viii. 7. 

This love is not merely on account of ſenti- 
ment or agreement in all particulars in religion, 
but is of a nature far ſuperior to all outward 
things. The chriſtian himſelf can more eaſily 
tell that he loves, than deſcribe how, or in what 
manner he feels. 

Many profeſſors who are ſound in ſentiment 
and ſcriptural in many particulars of religion, 
yet they are ſo far from kindling this affection in 
chriſtians, that they only diſtreſs and injure them. 
Many have great reaſon to wiſh they had never 
ſeen ſome profeſſors ; while, on the other- hand, 

- the ſpirits of ſuch who are but ſetting out in the 
ways of God, though in general they then build 
upon the foundation, wood and hay and ſtubble, 
yet are as iron which ſharpens iron. 

There is therefore no occaſion for ſerious per- 
ſons to ſuſpe& whether or no, they only reſpect 
affectionate chriſtians, becauſe of ſomething 

natural. Is it not evident to a demonſtration, 
that unleſs they themſelves had been born of 
God, they would have hated the * men their 
hearts now cleave unto, 
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The love mentioned by John is not to be found - 


in any individual in the whole world, except in 
thoſe who are plants of the father's planting. 
If it were poſſible that it ſhould be in one unre- 
generate man, it could never be once more 
brought in as a teſt of true chriſtianity. 
The Holy Ghoſt mentions this affection, as 
that by which all chriſtians may be diſtinguiſhed 
from others ; theſe are of God, and the whole 
world beſides lieth in the wicked one, 1 John 
v. xix. He that thus loveth is poſitively born of 
God, and is paſſed from death unto life, and will 
give proof of this by loving the children of God. 
Therefore before any man can be poſſeſſed of 
real love to the people of God, he muſt firſt 
have drunk into their ſpirit, and taſted of thetr 
pleaſure, or he would never have felt his heart 
united to them. As ſoon ſhall we ſee dead men 
perform living actions, as natural and uncon- 
verted men cleaving in affection to God's people. 
The more lively and affectionate the chriſtian 


is, the more engaging he is to one who is born of 


God, And every one that loveth him that begat, 
leveth him alſo that is begotten of him. x John v. i, 
The true chriſtian is not only perſuaded that he 
loves a child of God, but that his love is excited 
by the idea of ſuch a man belonging to God's fa- 


mily. This proves to a demonſtration, that the 
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enmity in ſuch a man is not only ſlain, but that a 
new principal is implanted in his heart, 

Ruth could not bear the thought of being de- 
prived of Naomi's company. She might have 
many near relations, and dear to her by the ties 
of nature, which ſhe left in the land of Moab, 
yet they were all outbalanced by one true Iſrae- 
lite, She choſe rather to endure poverty in the 
land of Iſrael in Naomi's company, than enjoy 
riches with all her relations in her own country. 
The whole world appears empty to chriſtians 
when they are deprived of the people of God and 
his worſhip. Ruth had got ſuch a taſte ſor the 


things | of God, that the whole kingdom of 


Moab was nothing when compared with that of 
Iſrael, 

Orpah had a high eſteem for her mother in 
law; ſhe could not part from her but with the 
greateſt reluctance, yet ſhe preferred her pagan 
relations and worſhip, to all the privileges of the 
people of God. 

Natural affections ſometimes carry perſons on 
in religion for a ſeaſon, but ſuch are influenced 


not by regard to God, but ſome attachment to 


this world, or the men of it. 

It is frequently the caſe that the choice 3 
men make, is held in contempt and diſdain by 
the world: this is in a particular manner the 


caſe when men who are great in this world em- 
brace 


— 
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brace religion. The King of Morocco when 
he embraced chriſtianity, was told by ſome of his 
proud courtiers, that his affection for inferior's 
and familiarity with them, would expoſe him 
to contempt; to theſe he replied : © Thoſe I love 
are the true nobility of heaven, and will ſhine 
there, when many of my nobles are diſgraced in 
hell.” | 
Ruth's relations would no doubt call her ten 
thouſand fools for her conduct, but thoſe 
are poor and very incompetent judges, who diſ- 
cern nothing of the importance of eternal things. 
At the great day of God, when all true worſhip- 
pers will be placed on the right hand of Chriſt, 


and the falſe on the left, then will the wiſdom of 


Ruth appear, and the-folly of millions who make 
a wretched choice, What an infinite difference 


between one who like Ruth, choſe an intereſt in 
God, before all that the world could beſtow on 


her, and one who turned: her back on God and 
his worſhip. | 
This love ſpoke of by John, riſes higher and 


higher, as the chriſtian lives under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit. This was the caſe with the 


firſt profeſſors of the goſpel. It became a pro- 
verb, . See how they love one another.” The 


influences of the Holy Spirit are the ſame now 


as they were then, were they enjoyed in the 


fame degr ee. 
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The caſe being ſo different at this day is owing 
to that lukewarmneſs and worldly ſpirit which 
prevails among profeſſors. This love cannot poſ- 
ſibly be experienced ſo powerfully, when profeſ- 
ſors can ſcarcely be diſtinguiſhed from the world. 

The wide difference there is between enmity 
and love, is that which has cauſed this ſcripture 
to be ſo comfortable to many. 

A child of God in deſertion may loſe ſight of 
many of his evidences, but he will ſcarcely ever 
wholly loſe this. It may be compared to a mark 
which the ſhepherd puts upon his ſheep, which 
he burns ſo deep, that though every other badge 
is worn out by the briars in the wilderneſs, this 
will remain, becauſe burnt deeper than the wool, 
It is read even in the ſtin uſelf. 

How ever low the believer may be brought, 
there remains in him a rea] regard for ſuch as he 
believes to be God's children; and when they are 
ſuſpecting every other evidence, this abides with 
him in his moſt gloomy ſeaſon; therefore it ap- 
pears to be the deſign of the Holy Ghoſt, that 
the chriſtian ſhould in a particular manner attend 
to this indelible eriterion. | 

It is of little weight with me 8 any man's 
opinion is about ſcripture evidences ; I have been 
witneſs to men who have run into one extreme 
to avoid another, till they have been as far out 
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of the path of ſcripture as conceit and gry 
could poſlibly drive them. 

Some of theſe will cry out, I am for none of 
your marks; I would ſay to ſuch what Mr. 
Whitfield ſays in his printed ſermons : «4+ If you 
have no marks of the children of God, you will 
have the mark of the devil on you. Chriſt him- 
ſelf has deſcribed the way ſide, the ſtony and 
thorny ground hearers, and by that deſcription 
we know them.” 

Thoſe ſcripture evidenees, which the Holy 
Ghoſthas left on record, arein general both eaſy to 
be diſcerned and very concluſive. To neglect and 
overlook them is to ſet light by that which the 
Holy Ghoſt intends by ſuch deſcriptions. 

I would adviſe thoſe who are timorous to con- 
ſider it is not in our power to love whom we 
chuſe. Love does not originate in the will; 
how many have ſtrove and ſet themſelves to love 
ſome men, and have proved this truth by expe- 


rience. You may be very partial to your carnal 


relatives, who are rendered peculiarly dear to you 
by the tendereſt ties of blood, even fo almoſt, as 
to be willing like Paul, to be accurſed from Chriſt 
for their ſakes. But while they remain carnal, 
it is wholly out of your power to love them with 
that love, wherewith you love affectionate chriſ- 
tians, nor can you hold that familiarity with them, 
Which you N with the children of God. 

John 


- — - — —— — — 


4 2 - 
4s | — - 2 


= ce = 


_ = 
AS hon gs — 


692) 

John would not have them think it ſtrange that 
the world hated them. It was but natural that 
the ſeed of the ſerpent ſhould hate the ſeed of 
the woman; but ſays he, we are not of Cain, we 
have proof in ourſelves that we love the brethren; 
therefore we are perſuaded that we are paſſed 
from death unto life, on this one conſideration, 
becauſe we love the brethren. 

If all who experience they love the 1 
were as fully perſuaded that an effectual and ſaving 
change had paſſed on them, many who are hang- 
ing down their hands would be filled with joy, 
and would be giving thanks unto the Father for 
tranſlating them from the kingdom of darkneſs, 
&c. Ah! how many would wiſh to unite in 
theſe words, but fear WT them of the plea- 
ſure. | 

We may obferve that all thoſe different things 
on which the affections of men fix, die away, 
like a fine ſmelling flower, which by handling 
and ſmelling, all the flavour evaporates, till they 
may feelingly write upon the head of every thing 
vanity, all is vanity. But thoſe who have had 
genuine affections for the people of God, will 
find that fire alive even in dying circumſtances, 

Real chriſtians will ſhake hands on the brink 
of Jordan, when the ſtroke of death has changed 
the countenance of a dying companion. | 
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AND MARY HATH CHOSEN THAT GOOD PART 
WHICH SHALL NOT BE TAKEN AWAY LT 
FROM HER, 


Luke x. 42. 


THAT which, gives peculiar weight to this 
text is Chriſt's teſtifying his approbation on 
Mary's choice in ſuch a particular manner. 
Though he had firſt choſen her, yet her affec- 
tionate regard to him was highly pleaſing. He 
makes his people comely, and takes delight in 
the ornaments with which he beautifies them, 
That ſhould be eſteemed moſt by us which is 
higheſt in the eſtimation of Chriſt. 

If there were only an indifference in the heart 
of man in his fallen ſtate, towards the things of 
God, it would in that caſe be eaſy to diſcern the 
thing or ſubje&-to which a man is inclined : but 
there being ſo great an enmity in every unregene- 


rated man to God, that when his heart is changed. 


from having an averſion to religion, that he can 
engage in it as his chief delight, his choice is ren- 
dered far more conſpicuous, The alteration is 
ſo great, it muſt be obſerved by others as well as 
experienced by the perſon himſelf; and the more 
diſtin& ideas ſuch a perſon has of the enmity of 
the human heart to God, the more he will be 
impreſſed that ſuch a change muſt originate in 
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God, and not in himſelf. How often are we 
witneſſes to this in families, where there are 
ſome who appear ſo peculiarly hardened, that 
moſt who make obſervations are ready to ſuppoſe 
if any in ſuch a family will be left of God, ſuch 
a one appears to be the perſon, eſpecially when 
a man is left to run into dreadful extremes ; but 
when divine grace changes the lion into a lamb, 
and his hardy ſpirit is broken, ſimilar to what 
was evident to a demonſtration in the goaler, 
the moſt ignorant and ſtupid are ſurprized. Now 
the man whoſe heart was bent on nothing but va- 


nity and folly, is raiſed from grovelling in the 


filth with the ſwine, to be entertained with ſub- 


Jets which afford animation to angels: his 
thoughts which ran upon nothing but vanity and 


ſin, are now principally upon the moſt important 
ſubjefs. 


Some who have been the greateſt enemies to 


the doctrines of free grace, and whoſe principles 
filled them with prejudices againſt the ſovereign- 


ty of God, have been conſtrained to acknow- 
ledge that ſuch changes cannot poſſibly have any 


other origin than free and diſtinguiſhing love, 


which has obliged ſome to acknowledge that 


there muſt be an election of ſome individuals, 


though they cannot fall in with the Calviniſt 
ſyſtem. 


God 
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God alone muſt be the author of ſuch ſuper- 


natural changes. Mary herſelf might have run 
as dreadful lengths in fin as any other had ſhe 
been permitted. Regeneration being ſo evidently 
effected by a divine power, is a ſatisfactory proof 
to the believer of his being everlaſtingly loved. 
An alteration of choice will of conſequence 
ſucceed a change of nature. A man who is car- 
ried down the courſe of this evil world ſeeks his 
happineſs in periſhing and unſatisfactory things, 
ſach a one may change from one thing to another, 
but it is impoſſible he ſhould make choice of that 
with which his heart is at enmity, 
Chriſt ſpoke of this choice of Mary's, not only 
as that which he approved of, but as a proof of 
her ſtate being a bleſſed one. If we look into 
the word of God we ſhall find thoſe who choſe 
the ways and word of God for their delight, al- 
ways ſpoken of as bleſſed. Many heard Chriſt 
in whom his word had no place. Mary thus 
. differing from others was owing to that greateſt 
of all gifts, i. e. free grace. It was this which 
cauſed Saul, afterwards Paul, to make choice of 
Chriſt's ſervice, and to turn his back on the 
dreadful work in which he had been engaged. 
God's diſtinguiſhing love may be read in the 
choice perſons are making of religious things, as 
evidently as vicious perſons are diſcerned by their 
conduct, The goaler's rejoicing in the Lord 
| with 
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with all his houfe was a proof to a demonſtration 
that infinite love was the cauſe of ſo ſudden and 
ſupernatural a change, 

Mary could not admit of the leaſt ſcruple or 
doubt what it was that her heart choſe. She was 
now ſenſible that ſhe preferred the company of 
Chriſt, and the hearing of his inſtructions, to all 
the honors or pleaſures of the world, And may 
not a true chriſtian be as thoroughly -perſuaded 
what his heart prefers? Of what can we be more 
ſenſible, than of our own inclinations? - Offer 
to a perſon the very reverſe of what he loves, and 
it is impoſſible but he will feel an antipathy to it, 
and this will excite his inclination more to that 
on which his heart was ſet, If religious perſons 
were more particular in obſerving this, mey 
would not be ſo liable to be perplexed. 

Could all who ſenſibly perceive the choice of 
their hearts, be as fully and poſitively perſuaded 
that infinite and everlaſting love, and that nothing 
ſhort of this, was the real cauſe of their prefer- 
ing Chrift to this world, they would more fre- 
quently be contemplating the infinite mercy thoſe 
ſhare of, who are thus diſtinguiſhed. The inſe- 
parable connection there is between the effect and 
the cauſe, would of conſequence lead the mind 
from the one to the other, eſpecially when the 
word of God authoriſes ſuch a concluſion. 
Nothing can be more fully aſſerted in ſcripture, 
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than that thoſe who are effectually called, were 
everlaſtingly loved. For his great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead in ſins, hath 
quickened us together with Chriſt, &c, Ep. ii. iv. v. 

Inquire reader why did'ſt thou ever experience 
ſuch ſweet ſeaſons when hearing the word of 
God? or enjoy thoſe happy moments in private? 
That infinite favour which God has beſtowed 
upon thee, is an everlaſting one. What was the 
cauſe of Lydia's heart heing opened? It was the 
Lord, who in love to her perſon opened her heart, 

No hearing of ours, nor any means, however 
powerful, will thus change our hearts, or give us 
to underſtand that there is a pleaſure to be enjoyed 
in religion, which all the carnal things in thus 
world cannot afford. 

When religion is made our element, and we 
can no more live without it, than the ſiſh without 
water; when religious pleaſures are the higheſt 
of all our enjoyments, then we may be aſſured 
we have not only choſen God, but he allo has 
choſen us. And wlrat can tend more to impreſs 
our hearts with kind thoughts of God, than an 
aſſurance of this, 7. e. that this is a poſitive proof 
of his infinite and immutable love to us. 

We can with greater ſatisfaction ſay that reli- 
gious ſubjects are our delight, than we can per- 
ſuade ourſelves that we are intereſted in them: 
And why? becauſe we have ſo little knowledge 
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of the connection which there is between the ef- 
fect and the cauſe. A man who has an eſtate 
left him by will, of which he was the ſole heir, 
will be as certain of its being his own at the 
dcath of the teſtator, as he is of his name being 
mentioned in the writings ; had the beliver more 
knowledge he might draw as ſatisfactory a con- 
cluſion. 

There is nothing tkat we can form a judgment 
of with greater certainty than of our choice in 
natural things. That which we engage in out of 
choice, is ſo different from that which we are 
conſtrained to perform through fear or force, But 
in ſpiritual things we always have our corrupt na- 
ture to oppoſe our choice, which renders it more 
difficult to diſcover what our choice is, A child 
can tell what it chooſes, that underſtands nothing 
about the cauſe of choice; and the children of 
God make choice of the ways of God long be- 
fore they obtain any knowledge of the cauſe why 
they ſhould thus ſeek thoſe things which are 
above. It is generally ſome time before the 
chriſtian underſtands thoſe words, Bleſſed be the 
Gad and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, which ac- 
cording to his abundant mercy, hath begalten us again, 
Sc. 1 Peter i. 3. 

The choice of the unregenerate being ſo oppo- 
ſite to that of the chriſtian is very advantageous 


to him, eſpecially when he obſerves that of all 
: the 
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the variety of purſuits which engage the atten = 
tion of worldly men, none of them have any 
apprehenſion of religion affording the higheſt 
happineſs, therefore they never think that they 
ſhall at any period make choice of that as a ſub- 
ject for their delight, but only of conſtraint. 

Take two perſons of different diſpoſitions ; 
ſuppoſe one ſhall chuſe for his pleaſure the ſtudy 
of hiſtory, and the other ſhall adopt muſic for 
his paſtime ; theſe being but natural purſuits, 
make no diſcovery of any change in their natures. 
And a man may change from the one to the other 
without any renovation of his nature. Thus 
ſome experience many changes, and are but un- 
regenerate men after all. 

But if one of theſe ſhould be by divine grace 
delivered from the kingdom of darkneſs, he will 
then differ matererially from every other carnal 
man in the world. He will find now that nothing 

can afford him ſuch ſatisfaction as religion; the 
form will now no longer content him; he now 
ſeeks communion with God, and takes delight in 
ſtudying the will of God in his word, The man 
thus changed muſt perceive how much he differs 
from what he formerly was, and the other who 
zemains in his former ſtate, cannot but notice 
that which is ſo contrary to the common courſe. - 
of things, This further proves to a demonſtra- 
tion, not only a change of nature, but that thoſe _ 
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thus called by grace, are bleſſed of God with all 
ſpiritual bleſſings, i. e. theſe, like David, are influ- 
enced to ſeek happineſs in God, more than in all 
the fading flowers of this world, a change from 
ſuch an earthy habit of ſoul to that which is hea- 
venly, muſt have God for its author, i 
It is very evident perſons never have much 
concern about their ſtate, until they are ſavingly 
wrought upon; then it is, that they are taught 
to flee from that which is evil and make religion 
their choice. They then chuſe religion for their 
comfort in life, as well as for the ſalvation of 
their ſouls at death. But this would not be the 
caſe, unleſs their natures were renewed, With- 
out this, merely ſeeing their loſt condition, would 
only check them in their career of ſin, and con- 
ſtrain them to conform to ſome form of religion, 
but never make that religion their chief pleaſure. 
There was an evident difference in Cain and 
Abel's choice. Cain was conſtrained to offer ſa- 
criſices, but the faith of which Abel was poſſeſſed 
made his worſhip, his choice and his pleaſure. 
His views of the inknitely glorious facrifice to be 
offered in the fulnefs of time, and the love he 
perceived in that wonderful contrivance to ſave 
loſt men, afforded him a ſatisfaction to which 
Cain was wholly a ſtranger. 
Jacob and Efau differed widely in elt choice : 
Elau cared nothing for the God of Abraham, 
\ 7 nor 
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nor his worſhip ; his delight was with looſe and 
profligate men like himſelf. Pagans were far 
more agreeable companions for him, than, the 
worſhippers of the true God, Jacob was evi- 
dently of a different ſpirit; to have conſtrained him 
to go with ignorant and looſe men, would have 
been an intollerable burden. 

Moſes choſe rather to ſuffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the crown of 
Egypt. Honors from ignorant Pagans were in his 
eſtimation, mean and contemptible, compared 
with thoſe honors which come from God only. 
It is the new nature that is the cauſe of the choice. 
Jacob was a man of a different taſte ; he had not 
only the bleſſing of Iſaac, but he was bleſſed with 
a new nature. 

Chriſtian take particular notice of thy choice, - 
A ſaving work on the ſoul is more certainly 
known by the choice of the perſon, than by 
either joys or terrors. Theſe may be occaſioned. 
by ſudden. impreſſions, which ſometimes are as 
the morning cloud, and early dew which paſſeth 
away. That choice which is the effect of grace, 
is habitual and permanent. Amidſt all the waves 
of this tempeſtuous ſea, it will always ſteer the 
ſoul to anchor under the rock of ages. This 
choice is an evidence of a principle implanted in 
the ſoul by God himſelf, I will give them one 
heart and one way, Jer. xxxii. 8g. 
13 43 
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If God has bleſſed thee with true grace, thou 
wilt chuſe the ſame pleaſures, walk in the ſame 
path, and drink into the ſame ſpirit of all who 
have arrived in the heavenly world. 

Choice therefore being an undeniable proof of 
love, the perſon hangs to that very thing he chooſes ; 
he who experiences Mary's choice, chooſes that 
good part which ſhall never be taken away from 
him, 
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FT WILL GO IN THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD 
GOD ; I WILL MAKE MENTION OF 
THY RIGHTEOUSNESS, EVEN 
OF THINE ONLY F 


Pſalm Ixxi. 16. 


CAN any language be more oppoſite to that'of 
a Phariſee, or worldly profeſſor, than this ?— 
When words are the index of the heart, a man's 
character is as conſpicuous in his ſpeech as in his 
conduct. | | 

The experimental chriſtian ſpeaks in a ſtrain 
peculiar to the children of God ; and the phraſeo- 
logy is underſtood only by thoſe who are taught 
the language by their .own feelings, Hypocrites 
and formal profeſſors may mimic ſome expreſ- 
ſions, but there are ſome ſcriptures which are 


neither underſtood by them, nor even ſcarce ever 
- noticed, 
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noticed, But we may ſay of gracious perſons, 
by their ſpeech you ſhall know them. 
By the advantage of education, a man may 


obtain ſome common notions about the merits of 


Chriſt, and he may ſee, by a general knowledge, 
that no man can merit Heaven by the deeds of 
the law ; but he will not perceive that which 
cauſed Paul to fpeak in this ſtrain. But the na- 


tural man recerveth not the things of the Spirit of 


God, for they are fooliſhneſs to him ; neither can he 
know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 
1 Cor, ii. 14. 

It is evident, to me, that it was the deſign 
of the Holy Ghoſt, in having ſuch experience as 
this text contains recorded, that chriſtians ſhould 
read their own characters in the language of wag 
vid, and others, to the end of the world. 

It is a ſatisfactory proof of a man's acquaintance 
with true chriſtianity, when he finds that the 
very ſayings which the Holy Ghoſt has left on 


record in the Pſalms, is the very language of his 
heart. The children of God, whether under the 


Old Teſtament or New, ſpeak the ſame things. 
As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 


Sons of God, The ſame ſpirit influences the 
children of God to ſpeak in the ſame ſtrain in 
every age; their hearts being changed to love the 


very ſame ſubjects, this follows of conſequence. 


No carnal man can ſpeak this language from 


his 
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his heart; and the more the believer is ſatisfied 
in this reſpect, the more he Wil diſcern himſelf 
to be a plant of the Father's planting. If the 
chriſtian be once thoroughly perſuaded, that there 
is that wrought in his heart which was never 
wrought in the heart of any but a real child of 
God, he cannot but draw a favourable concluſion. 

Fooliſh virgins may arrive at the theory of re- 
gion, but the experimental knowledge of this 
text is a leſſon which God himſelf can only teach. 
What ideas can thoſe have of the ſtrength of the 
Lord, who never have been taught their own 
weakneſs? And what underſtanding can thoſe 


have of his righteouſneſs, who never ſaw their 


own wretchedneſs ? What then, my reader, could 
have taught thee not only the language, but the 
real experience of chriſtians ? And does not thy 
conſcience bear thee this teſtimony, that the lan- 
guage of this text is thine ? If there is no poſſi- 
bility of obtaining this, by common means, then 
it is manifeſt God has been thine inſtructar. Men 
may communicate to thee ſome head knowledge, 
but God only can teach thy heart. 

Why are thoſe parts of the Ward of God in 
which help and ſtrength are promiſed, ſo highly 
eſteemed by thee? It is evident they are not ſo 
valued by common profeſſors. How would it 
rejoice the hearts of many were they aſſured that 
this promiſe was theirs ! As thy day is, thy trength 

ps 
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ſhall be. Why art thou eſteeming it ſo great 2 
favour to be enabled to believe? Though it may 
be but at ſome particular ſeaſons thou haſt been 
helped, in ſome meaſure, to adopt the words of 
the Pſalmiſt: I had fainted, unleſs I had believed, 
to ſee the gazdneſs of the Lord in the land of the 
living. T hoſe who eſteem it ſuch an infinite mercy 
to be helped to believe, are true believers. 

If the Holy Ghoſt had not taken thee into the 
ſame ſchool into which he takes all the children 
of God, thou hadſt never learnt ſuch things. 
Moſt have reaſon to remember that they were 
once ſtrangers and aliens to the commonwealth of 
Iſrael, and wholly unacquainted with either the 
Janguage or the difficulties of the people of God, 

What unregenerate man is animated by be- 
holding that there is in Chriſt, all that a poor 
ſoul can poſſibly need? It is the child of God 
only, that deſires nothing ſo much as to be aſſured 
Chriſt is his. th, 

Is it not evident to demonſtration, that to the 
unconverted man, he is as a rot out of a dry ground; 
there is nothing in Chriſt that appears deſirable 
to him, 

There is nothing in which Satan tempts a ſoul 
more than in the method of ſeeking for aſſurance. 
As he is particularly ayerſe to the believer's being 
in the poſſeſſion of ſuch a pearl, he practices all 
his cunning to prevent his obtaining it, 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe who ſeek for it in any other vat than 
that which the Holy Ghoſt has preſcribed, are 
ſure to experience great perplexity- Many who 
have had great experience have been kept much 
in the dark the greateſt part of their travel, on 
account of their want of knowledge how this is 
obtained. Some have been tempted to look for 
extraordinary viſions; this is frequently occaſioned 
by hearing ſome poor deceived creature tell ſome- 
thing of the marvellous, in order to make others 
admire them as Heaven's favourites. Others 
have, for years together, refuſed taking the leaſt 
comfort to themſelves, becauſe they have not 
experienced ſuch ſeaſons of joy as they have heard 
ſome ſpeak of. If theſe perplexed chriſtians 
were as attentive to the plaintive ſtrains in which 
ſome, even of the moſt eminent of God's children, 
have been conſtrained to ſpeak, they would be 
both better informed, and be more in the way to 
arrive at the comfortable frame they wiſh. 

Thoſe who have experienced very uncommon 
manifeſtations of divine love, ought to be very 
cautious how they ſpeak of theſe, before weak 
chriſtians. They not only give Satan an advan- 
tage to fill themſelves with pride, but may drive 
ſome timorous chriſtians to the brink of deſpair. 
It is a pity that one chriſtian ſhould help'the 
enemy to diſtreſs another; yet this is frequently 
done: while one has been gratifying his own 

; - pride, 
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pride, in relating ſomething of the remarkable 
joys he has been indulged with, another has been, 
at the ſame time, drawing the moſt gloomy con- 
cluſions. 

The language of this text is the univerſal ex- 
perience of all chriſtians; it is only theſe who 
ſeel their own weakneſs and inability to go on 
without divine aſſiſtance, therefore, they alone 
are the perſons who are looking for help from 
Heaven, The more they experience, the more 
humble and depending they are ; and think, of all 
perſons under the Heavens, they have the greateſt 
need of ſtrength from the Lord, 

Though they are hoping-that ſuch ſtrength as 
their neceſlities call for, ſhall be afforded them, 
yet they find as abſolute a neceſſity to apply to 
God for aſliſtance, to help them to lay hold on 
the promiſe, as ſtrength to go through the diffi- 
culty. Theſe are leflons the carnal are wholly 
ignorant of! 

None could mention, with propriety, their 
going in the ſtrength of the Lord, without 
ſome humble hope, that God would graciouſly 
afford them his affiſtance; and the words imply 
as much: experience increaſes this hope. This 
is not the language of a chriſtian, at his firſt en- 
tering into the field, but of thoſe who have been 
taught more leſſons than the A b e, of chriſtianity, 


Thoſe 
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"Thoſe who have frequently experienced help in 
difficulty, may, like Samuel, ſet up their ſtones of 
Ebenezar ; a proper uſe of experience will not lead 
the belieyer from Chriſt, in this reſpect, but will 
engage his heart in a more entire dependance on 
him ; and that with an increaſing ſenſe of his 
own weakneſs and inability. Carnal and unre- 
generate men, will no more plead nor live upon 
the Word of God, than the dead in their tombs, 

Thoſe who are dead in their ſins, are not only 
inſenſible of the need of divine aſſiſtance, but of 
the pleaſures which the true believer finds, when 
God is helping him. All which, if properly at- 
tended to, will aſſiſt the chriſtian in perceiving, 
how God has diſtinguiſhed him from others. It 
is not in one or two things that thoſe who are 
born of God differ from common profeſſors, but 
in a great variety. | 
When God had given David ſuch Wen 
as had fully convinced him, that only God could 
have relieved him in ſuch diſtreſſing circumſtances, 
the kindneſs of God, which he diſcerned in theſe 
times of difficulty, was more ſweet to him than 
the deliverance itſelf. It confirmed him in this, 
that he was beloved of the Lord, and indeed this 
appears to be one end which God has in view in 
permitting ſuch difficulties in which himſelf only, 
can afford the chriſtian relief. 


5 We 


„„ JJ ³˙·1-...;ͤ— 6̃ ⁰ůͥuüt ̃ 0 ' . ! 


#4 
AA” 2000 
e 
r 
. - * 


{ 109 ) 
We frequently hear old chriſtians on their 
death beds, mention ſuch times of difficulty with 
greater pleaſure than times of proſperity : their 
enriching moments have been their moſt trying 
ones. The chriſtian may look back to the 
time when ſuch language as that in the text, 
would have appeared to him very ridiculous; and 
to have heard any man ſpeak in ſuch an unintelli- 
gible ſtrain, would have been a ſufficient cau- 
tion to him to ſcek no intimacy with ſuch a man. 
But how different now ! Once the believer looked 
upon this as cant and nonſenſe, but now he un- 
derſtands that thoſe only who have ſpiritual life 
and knowledge will ſpeak in this ſtrain; and 
and that very language which would once have 
made him flee from a fellow creature, now has 
in it an attraction he is not able to deſcribe. The 
company of ſuch has at times afforded him a 
pleaſure ſuperior to any ſatisfaction that can be 
found among the men of the world. 

The chriſtian finds by experience that thoſe 
are very unſuitable companions for him, whoſe 
hardneſs and ignorance may be known by their 
ſpirit, and even felt in their words. 

It has been of great advantage to many of 
God's children, to hear ſuch boaſt of their 
ſtrength, or the goodneſs of their hearts ; it has 


convinced them the more that God has dealt with 


them in infinite mercy, in not leaving them in 
K ſuch 
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fuch ignorance, "Thoſe only are wiſe, who are 
jealous over their own hearts. We read the 
truth of God's word, both in the carnal world, 
and in thoſe who are transformed into the 
mould of the goſpel. | 
How would it once have provoked the chriſtian, 
to have been told, that he had a hard and a 
deceitful heart! But experience has taught him 
to think worſe of himſelf, than any of his 
obſervers. That knowledge which the believer 
has of the impoſlibility of his ſtanding in his own 
ſtrength, is not mere theory, but a real ſenſe of 
his weakneſs, and that frequently dearly bought, 
by ignorantly attempting to go in his own 
ſtrength, a 
Ignorant men are ſometimes ſurpriſed to find 
eminent perſons have ſo low an opinion of their 
own performances, eſpecially when they ſpeak 
in the language of Paul: Yea, doubtleſs, and I 
count all things but lifs, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſi Feſus my Lord, for whom I have 
ſuffered the liſs of all things, and de count them but 
dung, that I may win Chriſt, Phil. iii. 10. 
This is not to be wondered at, if we conſider 
that ſuch men are wholly ignorant of the ſpiritu- 
ality of God's law, by which, the believer judges 
of himſelf. While others are admiring his gifts 
and graces, he feels himſelf to be weakneſs itſelf ; 
| and 


( 26s '} 
and that, without his Saviour's arm, * muſt 880 
into the water, like Peter. | 4 

It is, therefore, the experimental chriſtian 1 0 
that can adopt the language of the Pſalmiſt: 7 
will go in the flrength of the Lord, &c.. The 
chriſtian not only talks, but feels, that the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt is precious. Being fully 
convinced of the imperfection of all his devotion, 
he ſces the folly af thoſe who vainly gon they 
can confide in a righteouſneſs of their own. It is 
in the word of God that we find not only the 
knowledge of God, but the beſt deſcription of 
real chriſtianity. 

Men dead in fin, have n no more idea of ſpiritual 
neceſſities than a dead corpſe can be ſenſible of the 
wants of living bodies; but thoſe who are truly 
taught of God, will frequently find themſelves as 
ſenſible of their ſpiritual wants, as they are " | 
thoſe of their bodies. | 

The longer the chriſtian is ſpared, the more he 
experiences the neceſſity he ſtands in of that per- 
fe robe, which covers all his defects; and that 
righteouſneſs in which he ſees he e an 7s 
law, and makes it honourable, (51 

It is highly agreeable to God, for chriſtians td 
ſpeak freely of theſe things to their fellow-travellers. 
David, the man after God's awn heart, could ſay, 
Come, ye that fear the Lord, and I will tell you what 
be has dine for my ſoul : and he alſo informs us as 
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fully of his ſoul-complaints and darkneſs ; and, 

doubtleſs, it was a familiar converſation about 
ſpiritual things, which God commends. Then 
they that feared the Lord, ſpake often one to another, 
and the. Lord hearkened and heard it ; and a book of 
remembrance was written before him for them that 


feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name. 


Mal. iii. 16. 

When thoſe who are advanced in life, and 
grown in grace, freely mention their difficulties, 
and, eſpecially, thoſe which they have met 
with from their own hearts, it has been of the 
greateſt encouragement to others, Many who 
have. too high thoughts of the attainments of 
others, through ignorance, form the moſt gloomy 
apprehenſions of themſelves ; ſuch would be as 
much encouraged as they are caſt down, had 


they but clearer ideas what ſtruggles others have 


with fin. 

But this is far from lies the caſe, when : a 
man boaſts of his experience, to gain applauſe, 
and to make the ignorant wonder, and even to 
make the timorous look upon themſelves as 
nothing, when compared with ſuch highly 
favoured beings as they imagine themſelves to be; 
how often do we ſee ſuch blazing ſtars fall from 
a ſtation, which appeared by far the moſt lofty in 
the religious horizon, down into the dreadful 

quagmire of ſin; and, in that ſtate, both live aud 
. die! 
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die! As the proud boaſting of ſuch, diſtreſſes 
many, ſo their fall ſhocks many more, and fills 
them with dread and horror. It it God's deter- 
mination that no fleſh ſhall glory in his preſence! 

So diametrically oppoſite are weak chriſtians 
to theſe, that I have frequently ſeen ſuch of fo 
timid a diſpoſition, that they have been afraid 
even to mention thoſe very comforts which they 
could not deny having received. As Satan tempts 
the former to pride, ſo he endeavours to drive the 
Jatter to deſpair. We know however high any 
may pretend to riſe, the talleſt cedars in God's 
Lebanon will acknowledge with the Pſalmiſt, 
In the Lord only have they righteouſneſs and ſtrength. 

Satan may be compared to -thoſe hardened 
wretches, who live near to the ſea coaſts, and 
hang out falſe lights on the ſurrounding hills, on 
purpoſe to miſlead the unwary mariner, in order 
to enrich themſelves with the ſpoils of a ſhip- 
wreck. If permitted he will uſe his utmoſt art 
to perplex and diſtreſs Chriſt's lambs, and if poſ- 
ſible make all thoſe ſuffer ſhipwreck, who have 
fet ſail for the heavenly world. 

All this proves the neceſſity there is for gra- 
cious perſons to be well acquainted with the 
word of God; and to pay more regard to the 
experience therein recorded, than to any thing 
they may hear from poor miſtaken mortals. 
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The feelings of the believer which may be 
diſcerned in this ſcripture will be found a true light 
to many, while the fancied experience of fome 
will be to the unwary as the ignis - fatuus, 
which endangers the lives of thoſe it leads aſtray. 
To the law and to the teſtimony, if men ſpeak 
not according to theſe it is becauſe there 
is no light in them ; but on the contrary, when 
their experience coincides with the word of God, 
at is the effect of the operation of that ſelf-ſame 
Spirit who has in every age been given to the 
people of God. If any man would read his 
name in the lamb's book of liſe, he muſt firſt 
ſeek to find the language of his heart in ſuch a 
part of God's word as this. 


WHEN I AM WEAK, THEN AM I STRONG» 
2 Cor. xil. 10. 

THE true believer has not only an underſtand- 
ing of the method of ſalvation given him, but 
fuch an acquaintance with ſcripture as is pe- 
euliar to thoſe who are taught of God. 

Carnal men are wholly ignorant of the true 
meaning of this paflage ; ſuch may read the 
letter of this ſcripture, as Paul read the law be- 


46 fore the commandment came with power to his 


1 2 for though he might have read it a thou- 
- ſand 
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ſand times, yet he ſaw nothing of its real mean- 
ing. This is the caſe with all unconverted men; 
though they are poſſeſſed of the greateſt natural 
abilities, yet they are as incapable of forming a 
Juſt idea of this text, as the uninſtructed pagan ; 
which proves, that an experimental knowledge of 
true chriſtianity, is that which can only be 
acquired by the teaching of the Holy Ghoſt. 
This, therefore, is one of thoſe ſcriptures 
which fooliſh virgins, and formal profeſſors, paſs 
over without taking any more notice of the ſenſe 
of it, than the moſt profligate ; for as theſe never 
felt their own unworthineſs, fo it is impoſſible 
they ſhould underſtand any thing of ſpiritual 
weakneſs or ſtrength. 

We are fully convinced by this text, that the 
experience and feelings of Paul were ſimilar to 
thoſe of other men, and that all the branches in 
che vine, are alike dependant on the ſtock, and 
muſt not only be taught this nen but Lept 
ſenſible of it. 

This knowledge of ſpiritual weakneſs Paul 
himſelf. lived a total ſtranger to before his con- 
verſion; and were all the children of God to 
keep a diſtin idea how ignorant they once were 
of themſelves, it would be a proof to them that 
their having now an underſtanding of the ſcrip- 
ture, is an evidence of ſpiritual life. + 

Perhaps the temptation mentioned in this con- 
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text, brought Paul into as full a conviction of 
his own weaknefs as the waves did Peter. 

It is no ſmall encouragement to the believer to 
find his own experience bear any reſemblance to 
that of ſo great a man as Paul, and to be fully 
ſatisfied that great grace and a great ſenſe of 
weakneſs may meet in the very ſame perſon. 

. Many have called in queſtion the truth of their 
faith becauſe they have found it fail them in times 
of their greateſt need ; and had not God in great 
kindneſs to his church revealed and handed down 
the weakneſs, as well as the remarkable faith of 
his people, many would have been hard to per- 
ſuade, that it was poſſible for that perſon to be a 
partaker of true faith, who could at times be 
made to act ſo inconſiſtently by his unbelief. 

- This ſenſe of weakneſs is a greater evidence of 
genuine faith than that which thoſe have, who 
paſs on year after year, and are utter ſtrangers ta 
themſelves and their own inability to ſtand in a 
time of difficulty ; ſuch perſons appear to be, ac- 
cording to Paul's expreſſion, baſtards and not 
ſons; to be then wholly inſenſible of our weak- 
neſs, is. a mark of a hypocrite: 1 11 
Paul no doubt felt his weakneſs ſometime be- 
ſore he had ſtrength granted him; yet even his 
weakneſs was as poſitive a proof of his being a 
gracious man, as the ſtrength that he received, 
evidenced to him, Chrilt's love and care. 
Nothing 
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Nothing can be more fully proved, than that 
thoſe who have been remarkable for ſtrong faith, 
have at other times given as great inſtances of 
their weakneſs ; nor would this be ſo much matter 
of ſurpriſe, if we conſidered that it never was the 
deſign of God to make any of his people inde- 
pendent of himſelf ; but to keep them as ſenſi- 
ble of their need of the Holy Ghoſt to help them, 
as the blood of Chriſt to atone for their ſins. 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, through 
fear, denied his wife, though at ſome other ſea- 
ſons, nothing would have intimidated him; but 
this proves that when he was ſtrong in faith, he was 
then under a ſupernatural influence ; his ſtrength 
was from above. Without this great variety in the 
experience of a believer, he would not be ſo 
thoroughly convinced, that the ſtrength afforded 
him was given from above, but his finding himſelf 
ſo weak when deſerted, and the reverſe when 
_ aſſiſted by the Holy Spirit, teaches him experi- 
mentally his own inability and that great kind- 
_ neſs which is in God towards his people, We 
are taught what God is by experience, as well as 
what weak and unworthy creatures we are. 
Jacob had ſtrong faith in ſome difficulties, 
yet the hearing of Eſau's coming to meet him 
with ſuch a number of men, threw him into the 
greateſt confuſion ; his unbelief ſo much pre- 
vailed, that he ſcemed to think that. the God of 
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his father Abraham, who had ſo particularly 
promiſed to be with him, would at this trying 
moment deſert him, and that he ſhould ſee many 
of his heloved family cut to pieces. Then was 
Jacob greatly afraid, and difireſſed, Sc. Gen. 
xxxii. 7. He little thought that morning, when he 
had that remarkable viſion of the angels of God 
encamping round him, that he ſhould ſo ſoon be 
doubting the faithfulneſs of God; and it 
evidently appears that it was the deſign of God 
not to weaken the faith of Jacob by this trial, 


but to give him ſtronger faith than ever. So it 


is in general; the greater thoſe difficulties are 
with which God tries his people, the 1 more they 
tend to increaſe their faith. 

Can any one ſuppoſe, that Jacob had no faith 
at this trying time? He, no doubt, had true 
faith, but the trial made him feel his own 
weakneſs, 


David, after having 4 ſuch aſtoniſhing 


ſpecimens of ſtrong. faith, yet cries out, AU men 
are liars, and I ſhall, one day, periſh by the hand of 
Sal! 6 NO GI 

From ſuch inſtructing leſſons as theſe, a 
chriſtian may. reap great advantages ; he does not 
only learn what is in man, but that kindneſs 
which is in God to his own people, and which 
he, in a peeuliar manner, - manifeſts to them in 


their | greateſt difficulties, Why, then, ſhould 


„ 


: 7s ( 19 ) 
any diſtreſs themſelves, by calling in queſtion the 
truth of their own faith, on account of having 
ſeen- their own weakneſs on ſome particular 
occaſions z this is nothing new, but that which 
the people of God have experienced in every 
age, 


Yet we cannot ſuppoſe, that any of thoſe who 


were ſo eminent for their knowledge of God, 
could, at all times, ſay, with Paul, Men 1 am 
weak, then am I firong ! It is by degrees that the 
children of God are taught this leſſon. Paul; 
no doubt, was exerciſed with great and repeated 
difficulties, before he could adopt this language ; 
chriſtians muſt not haſtily draw gloomy and 
diſma] concluſions concerning themſelves, becauſe 
they feel no ſtrength given them immediately 


from above : their trials ſink them, and they 


begin to fear this promiſe belongs not to them; 

As thy day is, thy firength ſhall be. Impatience 

increaſes our troubles, yet all this tends to ſhow 
us how weak we are. 

After believers have been greatly tried, and 
repeatedly carried through difficulties, and in 
ſuch a manner as convinces them, that no human 
power could bave borne them up, they ſee, like 
Ifrael in the Red-ſea, God muſt have been with 
them, or thoſe waves would have certainly 
overwhelined them, Setting up ſtones of 

| . Ebenezer, 
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Ebenezar, is more , ptaQtice of old 
; <hriſtjans than young ones, Jy 2 2 "IS. 
We beligy&with pleaſure, wh our experience 
tends 49: fhamrne us 9 t af dur unbelſek Ehen 
| 8 00 Joleph,belh@ alive, it 
was then that he faw his lief, and that all. 
things were for him, and n ching had been, in 
reality, againſt him Moſt pf our difficulties 
would: not- try our faith, Uwe unde od as. 
Vel hay God itnende by he #\ 
In. ee wg afteß | 
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\ Thats, in which, 1 ſhall JET 
pen thoſe perfeAions in the Divine 
Nature, "which are manifeſted in the perſon, 
ſacrifice, and prieſſly office of Chriſt ; alſo, on 

thoſe promiſes which particularly tend to lead the, 


timerous ſoul to that foundation which God. has 
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